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22 Fresh Air, Family 
& Friends 


An Idaho post's 
growing Off Road 
Riders program hits on 
all cylinders. 

By Jeff Stoffer 

Cover photo by Ben Mikesell 


28 Uphill Battle 


COMMANDER'S Guam veterans fight for 

MESSAGE Agent Orange benefits 

THE FOB as VA says there’s no 
evidence “tactical” 
BevES herbicides were used 

on the island. 

By Ken Olsen 


RAPID FIRE 36 Overqualified, 
COMRADES Unfulfilled 


PARTING SHOTS Together, the military 


and private sector 
can reduce veteran 
underemployment. 
By Sudip Bose 


40 Overdue Honor 


Black D-Day veteran 
receives a long-awaited 
Purple Heart. 

By Jeff Stoffer 


42 Back onthe Road 


The Legacy Run returns, 
with a five-day ride 


View videos, read more west to Phoenix. 
stories and find resources 
ot rie at legion.org. 44 ‘Come and Get Me’ 
se World War II hero 


The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion Charles Coolidge did 
for its 1.8 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 12,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and his country proud. 
Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and ‘ 

orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. By Matt Grills 
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Easier is better with the Lively” Flip, 
our simplest Jitterbug’ phone ever. 


The Lively” Flip, from the makers of the Jitterbug; the original easy-to-use 
cell phone, has big buttons and an exclusive Urgent Response button on 
the keypad. 


ES EASY TO USE Today, cell phones are hard to hear, difficultto [== S" 
dial and overloaded with features you may never use. That's 
not the case with the Lively Flip. A large screen and big 
buttons make it easy to call family and friends. The powerful 
speaker ensures every conversation will be loud and clear. 


142 


A straightforward list-based menu makes navigating the phone simple. 


Text Messages (4) 


Contacts 


© Amazon Alexa 


EASY TO ENJOY Wherever you go, a built-in camera makes it easy and 
Photos & Videos fun for you to capture and share your favorite memories. And a built-in 
reading magnifier and LED flashlight help you see in dimly lit areas. With 
all the features you need, the Lively Flip also comes with a long-lasting 
battery, so you won't have to worry about running out of power. 

EASY TO BE PREPARED Life has a way of being unpredictable, but you 


Speaker A On / Off 


Up can be prepared in an uncertain or unsafe situation with Urgent Response 
> R> Service. Simply press the Urgent Response button to be connected with 
Down a highly trained Urgent Response Agent who will confirm your location, 

Back Bw Ok evaluate your situation and get you the help you need, 24/7. 
Too | Qave | Boer The Lively Flip is one of the most affordable cell phones on the market 
4 5 a and comes with reliable nationwide coverage. Friendly customer service 
asd) Nereus) Wectit representatives will help figure out which phone plan is best for you, and 
7 2 18a Wy with no long-term contracts or cancellation fees, you can switch plans 


anytime. You can even keep your current landline or cell phone number. 
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Powered by the nation’s most New Unlimited Talk 
reliable wireless network. * 
a = & Text for $199%/mo: 
: NO LONG-TERM 
CONTRACTS To order or learn more, call 


No cancellation fees 1.800.650.5038 
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No long-term Keep your current 100% U.S.-based No hidden Affordable, 
contracts phone number live customer service monthly fees | flexible plans | 
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“Monthly fees do not include government taxes or fees and are subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of Lively device and one-time setup fee of *35. Urgent Response 
or 911 calls can be made only when cellular service is available. Urgent Response tracks an approx. location of device when device is turned on and connected to the network. Lively does not 
guarantee an exact location. Urgent Response is only available with the purchase of a Lively Health & Safety Package. Consistently rated the most reliable network and best overall network 
performance in the country by IHS Markit's RootScore Reports. Amazon Alexa integration with Lively Flip requires Alexa registration and is subject to Alexa’s Terms of Use. By enabling Alexa 
on the Lively Flip, you acknowledge that Lively is not responsible for Amazon Alexa’s functionality or services. Amazon, Alexa and all related logos are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Let’s rally 
to support 
veterans, kids 


The second annual American 
Legion 100 Miles for Hope challenge 
runs through Sept. 6. But don’t be 
fooled by the title. The distance 
matters less than the support it provides our comrades and 
the wellness it brings the participants. 

By support, I mean our Veterans & Children Foundation. 
All proceeds from 100 Miles registrations, donations and 
merchandise sales go to V&CF, which provides grants to 
military and veteran parents facing hardships. 

V&CF also funds training for American Legion service 
officers, who assist in the processing of benefit claims for 
veterans and their families, free of charge. 

Now, back to the challenge’s title. Runners, walkers, cyclists 
and swimmers have time to log 100 miles. We also know that 
these activities aren’t for everyone. We kept “100 Miles for 
Hope” mainly for name recognition, and count any activities. 

There are several ways you can support veterans and 
military families through this year’s challenge: 

+ Those who want to participate can register at Emblem Sales 
or via the free Kilter app. Kilter lists more than 40 activities, 
from gardening to yoga. Engaging in any activity for 30 
minutes counts, so there’s still time to reach that goal of 100. 
+ We welcome donations from those who choose to support a 
participant or contribute online at legion.org/donate1oo0. 
Supporters can also send checks, made payable to the 
American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation, 100 Miles 
for Hope Campaign, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

- There’s a special 100 Miles for Hope Riders challenge, too. 
Chapters and individual members can participate and earna 
reward based on which tier level they reach. 

The first 100 Miles for Hope raised about $150,000. For 2021, 
our goal is to double that. 

Whether you're ready to train for the Olympics or just want 
to support a great program, I call on all American Legion 
Family members and friends to join this challenge. 

For details about registration options, donations and more, 
jog over to legion.org/10omiles. 
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SMOOTH SAILING Dubus 


The Mighty Mississippi Fort Madison 


Hannibal 
Alton 


St. Louis 


From the French Quarter to the hometown of Mark Twain, experience the 
Cape Girardeau 


best of this legendary river. On a5 to 22-day journey, explore Civil War Sean 
history and travel to the epicenter of American music as you cruise in 
perfect comfort aboard our brand new modern riverboat. Memphis 


Small Ship Cruising Done Perfectly® 
Greenville 


Vicksburg 
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St. Francisville 


New 


Baton Rouge 
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Houmas House 


Oak 
Alley 


Call 


1-888-240-4952 


to request a 


FREE 
Cruise Guide 
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> 
Thank You, & Goodbye 
I just read the article by 


Ken Olsen June). I believe 
those who have served in 
the military of the United 
States should be granted 
citizenship. There may be 
exceptions, but those who 
served honorably deserve 
to live in the land they 
helped defend. 

Ken Dibler, Burbank, Ohio 


The revelation that the United States, through the departments of Defense and Homeland 
Security, has prevented active-duty military members and veterans from naturalization and even 
deported them astounds this Korean War veteran. My late father, an immigrant 
from Russia in 1912, enlisted in the U.S. Army in April 1917 after 
graduating from the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. He secured 
citizenship in France while serving with the American 


“Recognized from near 

and afar, our flag is the 
embodiment of freedom and 
liberty. With hands over our 
hearts, we salute our enduring 
banner and the promise it upholds. 
It has guided troops into battle, 
steadfastly flown during our 
brightest and darkest moments, 
and is placed over the caskets of 
our heroes who have given all. 

It means too much to not have the 
ability to protect It.” 


U.S. Rep. Steve Womack, R-Ark., after introducing 
a bill on Flag Day calling for a constitutional 
amendment that would restore to Congress the 
authority to prohibit deliberate acts of 
desecration against the U.S. flag 
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Expeditionary Force. Amidst millions of illegal aliens in 
our country, such policies insult American history, 
foreign-born military service volunteers and veterans, 
and the concept of “America the Beautiful.” 


Judge Quentin L. Kopp (retired), San Francisco 


Eligibility for naturalization through military 
service should only be earned by those 
meeting all other good moral character 
naturalization requirements and 
successfully completing at least one full 
tour. Just as citizen servicemembers must 
demonstrate good conduct during a full 
tour to receive full VA benefits, U.S. 
citizenship should not just be a promise for 
simply showing up at boot camp ora 
guarantee regardless of an individual’s 
conduct or actions. People make bad 
choices and hopefully can reform, but there 
must be consequences. Military service itself 
should never be a free pass to anything. 
Jeff Sawyer, Kaneohe, Hawaii 


LIMITED TIME 
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MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 
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1 
for 12 months? minimum purchase of 4. Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. 
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“My overall experience was great. | love the window, and More 5 Star e- 
from sales to scheduling, the experience was very good. Reviews a / 
The installers are highly skilled professionals and | would 9 2.-———(-————__ 
recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.’ 


LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER _—_—_——— 


Than Other Leading Full-Service 
Window Replacement 


Why Choose Renewal by Andersen? Companies’ 
For more than a century, Andersen has created 
a legacy for innovation and quality that is at the 
heart of what we do. As the window replacement 
division of Andersen, Renewal by Andersen is 
determined to never stop improving - that’s 

how we’ve maintained a reputation for industry Nation's Best 
leading replacement windows. Warranty? 


* wns 3S 
1g BEST. 
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COVERAGES 
phte 


RENEWAL 


byANDERSEN 


FULESERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT 


Call for your FREE in-home consultation. 
THE REPLACEMENT DIVISION OF {J “Y ANDERSEN & 


WINDOWS & DOORS 


The Better Way to a Better Window’ 


‘DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly 
payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/15/2021 and 8/31/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio 
door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky” consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single 
unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading full service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation.com. ‘It is the only warranty among top selling window 
companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, 
and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights 
reserved. RBA12634 *Using U.S. and imported parts. 
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Reparations for 
Black Americans 

It seems Rep. Burgess Owens, 
R-Utah, has a much better 
perception of this issue than 
does Rep. Joyce Beatty, D-Ohio 
(Big Issues, June). Owens is the 
great-great-grandson of a slave. 
His grandfather fought in 
World War I, and his father 
fought in World War IL, yet he is 
not asking for handouts for 
sacrifices his family has made. 

First, it would bea 
tremendous task to identify 
who actually are descendants 
of slaves. Second, 1 ama 
descendant of a Native 
American. If anyone should be 
considered for reparations, 
should it not be those who had 
their land stolen, many of 
whom live this very day on 
reservations? If you want to 


“The American handshake 
has to mean something.” 


U.S. Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo., who joined Rep. Mike 
Waltz, R-Fla., at an American Legion press conference 
June 16 to demand urgent action to evacuate some 
18,000 Afghan translators and others who 
aided U.S. and coalition forces there on the 
promise of U.S. citizenship. A week later, 
the Biden administration announced 

plans to relocate Afghan allies to 


other countries to keep them 
safe as they apply for entry 
to the United States. 
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amazed to learn how the local 
people “adopt” our brothers 
interred there. They tend the 
graves and place flowers 
throughout the year, and there 
is a waiting list for this honor. 
For readers who have loved 
ones resting here in Europe, 
know they are not forgotten. 
Mark Hendrix, Naples, Italy 


discuss systemic racism, as 
Beatty does, let’s start with 
Native Americans. 

Let us move forward, 
acknowledging there have been 
many wrongs and inequities 
in the history of our great 
country. Let’s vow never to let 
them happen again. 

Charles E. Smith, Hilliard, Ohio 


A Face for Every Name 
Each issue of your magazine 
has something special, but it 
was wonderful to read Matt 
Grills’ article (May) about 
efforts at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery to puta 
photograph at every soldier’s 
grave. One of the highlights of 
my Army career was to speak at 
the Brittany American 
Cemetery in France on 
Memorial Day, and I was 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
MAGAZINE WELCOMES 
YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and 
a daytime phone number for 
verification. All letters 
published are subject to 
editing. Due to the volume of 
mail received, not every letter 
can be acknowledged. 


The American Legion 
Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 


100 


Estimated 
number of New 
Jersey American 
Legion Family 
members who did a 1K 
march June 9 along the 
Wildwood boardwalk to raise 
awareness of The American 
Legion's Buddy Check program “to 
ensure that we continue to check on our 
comrades, our fellow veterans, to ensure that 
they are OK, that they have all the services and 
provisions they may need,” Department of New 
Jersey National Executive Committeeman Chuck 
Robbins said. “And to let them know that we care about 
them, and that we are here for them if they need anything.” 


> =f Photo by Tym Brenner 
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Make your home more comfortable than ever 
“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 


NOW 
also available in 
Genuine Italian Leather 
(and new Chestnut color) 


Pictured: Genuine Italian Leather 
chair chestnut color. 


You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. 
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back 
aches - and dozens of other ailments and 
worries. Those are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one that 
reclines to exactly the right degree, raises your feet 
and legs just where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and operates at the 
touch of a button. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and 
more. More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed 
to provide total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation. Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings. And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand. You'll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 


REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
é ) EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
Z 


A STAND-ASSIST POSITION 


Footrest may 
vary by model 


Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged 
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2021 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 


Genuine Italian Leather 
classic beauty & durability 


MicroLux™ Microfiber 
breathable & amazingly soft 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 


Three Chairs 
in One 
=e Sleep/Recline/Lift 


4 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS A+ 


back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. 
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage. 


White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 

the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away! You get your choice 
of Genuine Italian leather, stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with the classic 
leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber in a 
variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian 
Leather. Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-888-566-2372 


Please mention code 115125 when ordering. 


Chestnut 


Mahogany Tan Chocolate Blue 


Cashmere Chocolate Indigo 


Long Lasting DuraLux™ (Burgundy) 
stain & water repellent 


Burgundy 


46562 


THE FOB 


Shutterstock 


Whereas... 

The women veteran population 
will increase by 18,000 per year 
over the next 10 years... 


The number of women veterans 
seeking pregnancy care is rising ... 


Women are filling more combat 
roles, exposing them to trauma 
including, but not limited to, post- 
traumatic stress disorder, physical 
injury, and toxic exposure, which 
can lead to issues conceiving and/ 
or loss of pregnancy ... 


Maternity care coordinators at VA 


can help veterans find providers 
who are trained to help patients 
cope with unintended loss of 
pregnancy ... 


Be it resolved, 
The American Legion urges 
Congress to pass legislation 
that directs VA to support 
reproductive assistance services 
and establish a "pregnancy loss 
counseling program” to help 
veterans who experience loss of 
pregnancy. 
Passed, American 
Legion Spring NEC 
Virtual Meeting, 
May 5-6, 2021 


Photo by 
Zachary 
Krahmer 


The American Legion’s 
Buddy Check program has 
proven vital since it was 
installed as a formal 
nationwide initiative in 2019. 
Thousands of veterans and 
their families have heard 
from Legionnaires across the 
land and received assistance, camaraderie and assurance that 
they have friends who can help, especially during the isolated 
times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The American Legion Magazine recognizes posts that perform 
effective Buddy Checks in their communities, and encourages 
others to put together teams, make calls and report success 
stories at legion.org/legiontown under the Buddy Checks 
category. Selected submissions will be published monthly. 


‘| WILL SEE YOU SOON’ 


Prior to March 2020, | decided to visit our local nursing home 
and identify any veterans enrolled. Upon entering, | was 
surprised to see an honor roll of veterans residing there. 

Wearing my American Legion uniform - with copies of our 
Lake City Post 110 newsletter, VA and American Legion 
materials, and membership forms - | spent an average of 10 to 
22 minutes with each veteran. Many were surprised seeing a 
person in a uniform and said, “| am not ready to go!” 

Smiling, | introduced myself and informed them of the purpose 
of my visit. Did they need anything? Any issues? A few said | was 
the first person who visited in over two months. 

We chatted about their military service, and near the end, 
| inquired if they belong to The American Legion. All said no. 
| told them what being an American Legion member provides in 
publications and information. | asked if they would join Post 110; 
many were hesitant because of financial issues, and | offered to 
pay their first-year dues. | signed up six new members. 

When | left their rooms, each asked, will | return? | told them, 
“A veteran never leaves a veteran behind. | will see you soon.” 


Submitted by Andru Peters, adjutant and 
52-year member, Lake City, Minn., Post 110 


Y 000+ Volunteer hours logged over the past nine 


years in the VA Finger Lakes Healthcare System by 
» Gabe Cinquegrana, who in May was named National 
® Male Volunteer of the Year by the National Advisory 
Committee of VA's Center for Development and 
Civic Engagement. Cinquegrana is a member of 
Seeley B. Parish Sons of The American Legion 
Squadron 457 in Phelps, N.Y. 


We salute you 
with savings. 


A special TV offer for military and veterans. 


190 Channels for $64.99 imo. 


Tr~ ~ 
Iiews fei 
+ Free Premium Channels for 3 Months 


STARZ ion Pack 


Plus many more packages! 


All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for 
qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. 


Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. After 3 months, you will be billed $30/mo. unless you call to cancel. 


Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability. 


Get the best of live TV & streaming, plus free channel 
packs, family movie nights and other extras. 


Enjoy movie Make the Stars & Get upgraded to the 
night on us. Stripes Pack yours. Hopper® Smart HD DVR. 


Get your first movie rental You'll love this collection of action- With voice control and built-in apps. Plus, it 
each month included. packed channels — a $240 value! skips commercials, so you don’t have to.' 


@n Demand D> ih & Stripes 
ac 


Stream live news, sports & shows anywhere. 
Watch TV on your phone, tablet or computer with the DISH Anywhere® app.” 


anywhere 


If you are active duty military or a veteran, to get your exclusive benefits. 


‘Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. 
?Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet-connected Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 and compatible mobile device. On Hopper Duo, there is no live TV streaming for DISH Anywhere. 


Military and Veteran offer requires verification within 30 days of account activation to continue receiving monthly movie rental and Stars & Stripes Pack at no additional cost. Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important 
Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 1/13/22. 2-year commitment: Early 
termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $64.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo for 1 TV. Available 
with 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional 
functionality may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge of up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): 
Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz and DISH Movie Pack unless you call 
to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver 
unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. © 2021 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. 


THE FOB 


The flag guy 


As a young man in grammar school, 
| said the Pledge of Allegiance every day. 
My father lost all three of his brothers in 
two wars. I’m named after the two who 
were killed in action at Normandy. My 
Uncle Bob was killed in action in Korea. 

I'm a 54-year member of The American 
Legion, and for the past 10 years | have 
been passing out flags at our local Fourth 
of July parade. Thanks to several 
generous donations, we had 3,600 flags 
to pass out this year. 


Submitted by James J. McKeon, 
Beaver Cove, Maine 


337,000 


Approximate Facebook reach of American Legion “Rally Around the 
Flag” posts in the 50 days leading up to Flag Day. The daily 
postings averaged 440 engagements each by followers. The 
messages are assembled under the hashtag #RallyAroundtheFlag. 


Coming soon: 20-part 
podcast series on 9/11 


To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, the American Legion Tango Alpha 
Lima podcast is launching a special 20-part series 
of episodes. 

Tune in to hear tales of heroism, service and 
sacrifice, including: 


> The American Legion past national commander 
who was on Capitol Hill that morning 


> A college student who helped in recovery efforts, 
then joined the military and now volunteers at the 
9/11 Memorial & Museum in New York 


> A female prisoner of war who was safely rescued 


> A retired Marine lieutenant colonel who was with 
the president and vice president as they debated 
the U.S. response throughout the day on 9/11 


The episodes will run on 20 weekdays, from 
Aug. 16 through Sept. 10. To hear or view them, visit 
legion.org/tangoalphalima or subscribe on your 
favorite podcast platform. 


Wikimedia Commons 
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- EDUCATIONAL ADVERTISEMENT - 


Better read this if you are 62 or older 


and still making mortgage payments. 


It’s a well-known fact that for many older 
Americans, the home is their single biggest 
asset, often accounting for more than 45% of 
their total net worth. And with interest rates 
near all-time lows while home values are still 
high, this combination creates the perfect 
dynamic for getting the most out of your 
built-up equity. 

But, many aren't taking advantage of this 
unprecedented period. According to new 
statistics from the mortgage industry, senior 
homeowners in the U.S. are now sitting on more 
than 8.05 trillion dollars* of unused home 
equity. 

Not only are people living longer than ever 
before, but there is also greater uncertainty in 
the economy. With home prices back up again, 
ignoring this “hidden wealth” may prove to be 
short sighted when looking for the best 
long-term outcome. 

All things considered, it’s not surprising that 
more than a million homeowners 
have already used a 


aGuide for 


Children and 
Caregivers 


‘Your Guide 
toa Better 
Retirement 


government-insured Home Equity Conversion 
Mortgage (HECM) loan to turn their home 
equity into extra cash for retirement. 

It’s a fact: no monthly mortgage payments 
are required with a government-insured HECM 
loan; however the borrowers are still responsible 
for paying for the maintenance of their home, 


It’s times like these that your 


largest asset can be alife saver. 


property taxes, homeowner's insurance and, if 
required, their HOA fees. 

Today, HECM loans are simply an effective 
way for homeowners 62 and older to get the 
extra cash they need to enjoy retirement. 

Although today’s HECM loans have been 
improved to provide even greater financial 
protection for homeowners, there are still many 
misconceptions. 

For example, a lot of people mistakenly 
believe the home must be paid offin full in order 
to qualify for a HECM loan, which is not the case. 
In fact, one key advantage of a HECM is that 


the proceeds will first be used to pay off any 
existing liens on the property, which frees up 
cash flow, a huge blessing for seniors living ona 
fixed income. Unfortunately, many senior 
homeowners who might be better off with a 
HECM loan don’t even bother to get more 
information because of rumors they’ve heard. 

In fact, a recent survey by American Advisors 
Group (AAG), the nation’s number one HECM 
lender, found that over 98% of their clients are 
satisfied with their loans. While these special 
loans are not for everyone, they can be a real 
lifesaver for senior homeowners - especially in 
times like these. 

The cash from a HECM loan can be used for 
almost any purpose. Other common uses 
include making home improvements, paying off 
medical bills or helping other family members. 
Some people simply need the extra cash for 
everyday expenses while others are now using it 
as a safety net for financial emergencies. 

If you're a homeowner age 62 or older, you 
owe it to yourself to learn more so that you can 
make the best decision - for your financial 
future. 


Homeowners who are interested in 
learning more can request a FREE Reverse 
Mortgage Information Kit and DVD by 
calling toll-free at 


855-504-2153 


AAG 


se Mortgage 
Lender in the United States 


NRMLA 


USA's #1 Reverse 
Mortgage Company 


M * As Featured on: ABC, CBS, CNN & Fox News 


*Source: https://finance.yahoo.com/news/senior-housing-wealth-exceeds-record-154300624.html 

Reverse mortgage loan terms include occupying the home as your primary residence, maintaining the home, paying property taxes and homeowners insurance. Although these costs may be 
substantial, AAG does not establish an escrow account for these payments. However, a set-aside account can be set up for taxes and insurance, and in some cases may be required. Not all interest ona 
reverse mortgage is tax-deductible and to the extent that it is, such deduction is not available until the loan is partially or fully repaid. 

AAG charges an origination fee, mortgage insurance premium (where required by HUD), closing costs and servicing fees, rolled into the balance of the loan. AAG charges interest on the balance, which 
grows over time. When the last borrower or eligible non-borrowing spouse dies, sells the home, permanently moves out, or fails to comply with the loan terms, the loan becomes due and payable (and 
the property may become subject to foreclosure). When this happens, some or all of the equity in the property no longer belongs to the borrowers, who may need to sell the home or otherwise repay 


the loan balance. V2020.12.22 
AAG . 


NMLS# 9392 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). American Advisors Group (AAG) is headquartered at 18200 Von Karman Ave, Suite 300, Irvine CA 92612. Licensed in 49 states. Please go to 
Retire Better = 


www.aag.com/legal-information for full state license information. 
These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. 


BIG ISSUES 


Expand the Supreme Court 


Supporters argue that more justices are needed to restore ideological balance. 
Opponents say such a proposal constitutes political interference. 


SUPPORT 
Rep. Mondaire Jones, D-NY. 


Jones is a member of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 


Our democracy faces its greatest test since Jim 
Crow. From the insurrection at the Capitol on 
Jan. 6 to the racist voter suppression bills being 
introduced throughout the country, our 
democracy is hanging by a thread. But this crisis 
did not arrive overnight, or by accident. The 
Supreme Court has been dismantling our 
democracy for years: gutting the Voting Rights 
Act, allowing extreme partisan gerrymandering 
and paving the way for unlimited corporate 
spending in our elections. 

From Citizens United to Shelby v. Holder, the 
court’s rulings have consistently advanced the 
interests of corporations and white supremacists 
at the expense of working- and middle-class 
folks, and undermined Americans’ fundamental 
right to have a say in what should be a multiracial 
democracy. And now we have a 6-3 
hyperpartisan, far-right majority that will 
continue to make it harder for people to vote and 
easier for special interests to buy elections. 

We need to restore balance to the court and 
power to the American people. Congress has 
changed the size of the Supreme Court seven 
times. Today we must do so again. That’s why 
I was proud to introduce the Judiciary Act of 
2021, which would add four seats to the Supreme 
Court and finally restore balance after years of 
norm-breaking actions by Republicans. 

This isn’t about party. This is about democracy. 
We must expand the court. The future of our 
nation depends on it. 


OPPOSE 


Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas 
Cruz is a member of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 


One of the key goals of today’s Democrats is 
packing the Supreme Court. Congressional 
Democrats have introduced a bill to expand the 
court’s size by four justices, and 1 don’t think it’s 
any secret that they want liberal, activist 
justices who will not interpret the law according 
to the Constitution. 

The question we should consider is, what 
makes America different? We believe in the rule 
of law. What differentiates America from 
dictatorships is that dictators don’t have courts 
that follow the law. They have puppet judges 
who do what they want. When Hugo Chavez 
came to power in Venezuela, one of the first 
things he did was pack its highest court with 
activist judges. 

It’s critical for the health of our republic that 
we maintain the independence of the judiciary. 
So often we are one vote away from losing our 
fundamental rights at the Supreme Court: our 
free speech, our Second Amendment rights, our 
religious liberty. Further, the American people 
don’t want to pack the court. A Morning Consult 
poll recently found that voters disapprove of 
court packing by a 2-1 margin, and more 
disapprove of it across the ideological spectrum 
than they did last October. 

Congress should pass my “Keep Nine” 
constitutional amendment to preserve the 
Supreme Court’s integrity, prevent fundamental 
liberties from being erased and preserve the 
structure the court has had for 152 years. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 * Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 * Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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PREMIUM COVERAGE AWARDED BY J.D. POWER TOP PHONES & DEVICES 
We operate on two of the largest 10 TIMES IN A ROW Choose from the latest technology 
wireless networks—offering the “#1 in Customer Service among from Apple, Samsung, Motorola— 
same great service. Wireless Value MVNOs.” or, bring your own device! 


FLEXIBLE, NO-CONTRACT MONTHLY PLANS DELIVER SUPERB VALUE 
Popular Options for Two Lines include: 


$ OO UNLIMITED *22” UNLIMITED °27 50 UNLIMITED 
TALK + TEXT TALK + TEXT TALK + TEXT 

500MB 3GB 10GB 
MONTH/LINE — SHARED DATA MONTH/LINE SHARED DATA MONTH/LINE SHARED DATA 


Activation on our service is FREE! Sign up 100% risk-free: try us 30-days with zero obligation. 


AARP MEMBERS RECEIVE A 5% DISCOUNT ON MONTHLY SERVICE. 


© 2021 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. The prices 
shown here are the per-line costs for a monthly plan with two lines of service. They do not include any state or local taxes. On unlimited data plans, access to high speed data may be reduced after 35GB of 
use, and you may experience slower speeds for the remainder of your billing cycle. All other products are trademarked by their respective manufacturers. Phones are limited to stock on hand. If you're not 
completely satisfied within 30 days (data use is limited to 500MB) of activation of your service, cancel and pay nothing. For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards 


AARP commercial member benefits are provided by third parties, not by AARP or its affiliates. Providers pay a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general 
purposes of AARP. Some provider offers are subject to change and may have restrictions. 


LIVING WELL 


HOW TO AVOID 7/734 
OPIOID \.ys 


a |: 


ares : : Media Bakery 
BY BETH W. ORENSTEIN 

Disruptions caused by COVID-19 have only worsened the nation’s 
opioid epidemic, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). Deaths from overdoses saw large jumps in April 
and May 2020, as fear and stress from the pandemic spread. 

To keep from becoming addicted to opioids, narcotic-based 
painkillers, stay “opioid naive,” says Indra Cidambi, an addiction 
psychiatrist and medical director of the Center for Network Therapy, 
a New Jersey-based addiction center. In other words, it’s like 
smoking. If you never start, you don’t have to quit. 

For injured people needing relief from serious pain, Cidambi 
recommends non-narcotic alternatives: non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) like acetaminophen, ibuprofen and 
naproxen sodium (Aleve) over the counter (OTC), or prescription- 
strength via a doctor. 

When taken as directed, OTC pain relievers can be safe and 
effective. As with any medication, follow the directions on the label 
as to how much and how often to take it. People with medical 
conditions should talk to their doctor first, because even OTC 
medications can interact with other drugs you may be taking. 

When the pain is unbearable and even extra-strength non-narcotic 
painkillers won't help, an opioid may be necessary, Cidambi says. 
But beware of the risk of opioid abuse and addiction. Those with a 
family history of substance abuse - including alcohol or tobacco - 
should be particularly careful when taking painkillers. 

Be alert for signs of addiction, including “constantly doctor- 
shopping and thinking about nothing other than when to take your 
next pill," Cidambi says. 

For those needing help, she recommends seeing an addiction 
specialist, as addiction is not something anyone can treat. 
Substance-abuse disorders are best treated in outpatient therapy or 
an in-patient program dedicated to those struggling with addiction. 


Beth W. Orenstein of Northampton, Pa., is a freelance medical writer 
and regular contributor to Living Well. 
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WHEN YOU NEED OPIOIDS 


Take the smallest dose 
possible, for the shortest time 
possible. Take an opioid only 
when your pain is most acute. 
That could be as short as three 
to five days. 


Use sparingly. Try NSAIDs 
during the day, and save 
opioids for when you're trying 
to sleep. Pain often seems 
worse at night because you're 
not distracted with daily tasks. 


Dispose of leftovers. If you 
leave extra pills around, 
someone might find and use 
them. Many communities have 
drug-takeback days for people 
to drop off unwanted 
medications at pharmacies or 
police headquarters. Before 
throwing away pills, remove 
them from their original 
container and mix them with 
coffee grounds or cat litter to 
discourage trash pickers. 


87,203 


U.S. drug overdose deaths 
recorded in the 12-month period 
ending in September 2020 


68,757 


U.S. drug overdose deaths 
recorded in the 12-month period 
ending in September 2019 


841,000 


U.S. drug overdose deaths 


since 1999 
Source: CDC 


SIGNS OF ADDICTION 

¢ Running out of a prescription 
early 

¢ Using multiple doctors and lying 
to get pain medications 

¢ Taking pain medications from 
others 

¢ Mood swings, irritability, 
depression, not wanting to do 
things you typically enjoy doing 


¢Chronic productive cough? 


*Repeated antibiotic use 
for chest infections? 


*Repeat hospitalizations? 


_— a = i eae si i aie Sue 
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LIVING WELL 


“There are vaccines like polio, where one dose is enough, 
and there are vaccines like flu that you need every year. 
The COVID virus looks more like the influenza virus than the polio virus.” 


Albert Bourla, Pfizer CEO, on the likelihood that Americans will need annual booster shots to guard 
against coronavirus variants. Pfizer and Moderna are testing “revaccination” boosters, and 
Johnson & Johnson reports its single-shot vaccine might need to be given annually. Source: HealthDay 


BY JENNIFER CAMPBELL 


Summer days mean more sunshine, which can 
boost our mindset, exercise consistency and vitamin 
D absorption. At the same time, we're more prone to 
sunburns and elevated skin-cancer risk. 

Experts recommend limiting sun exposure when UV 
rays are the strongest, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Reduce your risk of sun damage and skin cancer by 
staying in the shade. If you must be outside, use 
sunscreen and wear protective clothing. 

Follow these tips to protect yourself and your skin: 


Sunscreen The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends using a broad- 
spectrum sunscreen that blocks both UVA and UVB 
rays and has an SPF (Sun Protection Factor) of 15 or 
higher before you go outside. The American 
Academy of Dermatology recommends an SPF of 30. 
Apply a thick layer about 20 to 30 minutes before 
exposure, and reapply every two hours. 

SPF is a measure of how a sunscreen protects skin 
from UVB rays, which cause sunburn, damage skin 
and contribute to skin cancer. If your skin would 
normally burn after 10 minutes in the sun, applying 
an SPF 15 sunscreen could protect you from burning 
for about 150 minutes (a factor of 15 times longer). 
This is a rough estimate that depends on skin type, 
intensity of sunlight and amount of sunscreen. 


Mineral vs. chemical sunscreens A mineral 
sunscreen (also called physical sunscreen) uses 
minerals as active ingredients, most often zinc oxide 
and titanium dioxide. It sits on top of your skin and 
reflects UV rays away from your body. 

The active ingredients in chemical sunscreens are 
effective because they absorb the sun’s UV rays. 
Through a chemical reaction, the sunscreen 
dissipates the UV rays. Your skin is protected 
because the UV rays never hit your body. 


Protective clothing When possible, wear long- 
sleeved shirts and long pants or skirts, which can 
provide protection from UV rays. If wearing this type 
of clothing isn’t practical, wear a T-shirt or a beach 
cover-up. Clothes made from tightly woven fabric 


Sun safety 


Media 
Bakery 


offer the best protection. Clothing with darker colors 
may offer more protection than lighter colors. Look 
for clothing certified as offering UV protection. 


Sunglasses These protect your eyes from UV rays 
and reduce the risk of cataracts. They also protect 
the tender skin around your eyes from sun exposure, 
helping reduce wrinkles and other signs of aging. 
Sunglasses that block both UVA and UVB rays offer 
the best protection. Most sunglasses sold in the 
United States, regardless of cost, meet this standard. 
Remember that the sun’s rays can reach you even on 
cloudy days and during other seasons. Use these tips 
to stay safe throughout the year. 


Army veteran Jennifer Campbell is a certified 
personal trainer with a master’s degree in nutrition 
education. She works with veterans and civilians, 
from elite athletes to those just starting their fitness 
journey. She is commander of the California American 
Legion’s 24th District. 


Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. 
Readers should consult their physicians when they have health problems. 
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SACRED STONE OF THE | 
SOUTHWEST IS ON THE © = 
BRINK OF EXTINCTION j _~ 


enturies ago, Persians, 

Tibetans and Mayans 
considered turquoise a gemstone 
of the heavens, believing the 
striking blue stones were sacred 
pieces of sky. Today, the rarest 
and most valuable turquoise 
is found in the American 
Southwest— but the future of 
the blue beauty is unclear. 


On a recent trip to Tucson, we 
spoke with fourth generation 
turquoise traders who explained 
that less than five percent of 
turquoise mined worldwide can 
be set into jewelry and only about : a 
twenty mines in the Southwest an e most sacred stone to the Navajo, 
supply gem-quality turquoise. [i 
Once a thriving industry, many 
Southwest mines have run dry 
and are now closed. 


has become increasingly rare.” 
— Smithsonian.com 


We found a limited supply of 
turquoise from Arizona and 
snatched it up for our Sedona 
Turquoise Collection. Inspired 
by the work of those ancient 
craftsmen and designed to 
showcase the exceptional blue 
stone, each stabilized vibrant 
cabochon features a unique, 
one-of-a-kind matrix surrounded in Bali metalwork. You could 
drop over $1,200 on a turquoise pendant, or you could secure 26 
carats of genuine Arizona turquoise for just $99. 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you aren’t completely iXeeueres 
happy with your purchase, send it back within 30 days for a enlarged 


: : to show 
complete refund of the item price. eee 


The supply of Arizona turquoise is limited, don’t miss your chance [Uggs 
to own the Southwest’s brilliant blue treasure. Call today! 


Jewelry Specifications: 

¢ Arizona turquoise ° Silver-finished settings 

Sedona Turquoise Collection 

A. Pendant (26 cts) $299- $99* 
c $149 

$99* S 


Complete 
** Complete set includes pendant, chain and earrings. 
Call now and mention the offer code to receive your collecion. 


1-800-333-2045 : == 


BBB. BUSINESS 
Offer Code STC491-01 ‘Rating of A+ 
You must use the offer code to get our special price. 


* Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com 
without your offer code. 


S ® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. STC491-01, 
Tauer Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 


TRAVEL 


Adventures in America’s 
Q reat outd OO rs BY LYN METTLER 


If you're looking for one last hurrah before summer ends, here 
are some out-of-the-ordinary adventures to get your heart 
pumping: 


Sandboarding in Colorado This fun sport offers 
opportunities to cruise down massive sand 
dunes at places like Great Sand Dunes 
National Park in southern Colorado or Coral 
Pink Sand Dunes State Park in Utah. You'll 
need a sandboard and special wax to keep 
it slick enough to glide before launching. 
Keep in mind it may be necessary to rent 
gear outside the parks. 


Hot-air ballooning in Napa There’s 
nothing quite like taking in a landscape 
from high up while watching other colorful 
balloons sail through the air around you. 
Consider a ride with Napa Valley Balloons 
to soar over the area’s vineyards and see as 
far as San Francisco on a clear day. 


Canyoneering in North Carolina 
“Canyoneering” is the sport of traversing a canyon 
by any means possible, from hiking to rappelling to 
swimming or even jumping. While the Southwest is 
best known for its canyons, there are plenty in western 
North Carolina. French Broad Adventures out of Asheville 

offers guided canyoneering tours through area canyons and 
along waterfalls. 


Caving in Kentucky For a cooler activity, go underground. At 
Mammoth Cave National Park in Kentucky, visitors can explore 
some of the longest known cave systems on earth, at more 
than 400 miles. Take a guided tour of a portion of the caves in 
this free-entry national park, though there’s a tour fee. For 
more caving in the Bluegrass State, check out Carter Caves 
State Resort Park. 


Rare U.S. flags on 


display through Sept. 6 Four-wheeling in Utah Moab, Utah, is an adventure epicenter, 
| at the Museum of the close to the Arches and Canyonlands national parks. Bring 
ry , American Revolution in your own vehicle or rent a Jeep to travel hundreds of miles of 
S&P Philadelphia, many on public backcountry, through red rocks and slot canyons. Choose from 
| display for the first time. The trails with names like Chicken Corners and Gemini Bridges. 
exhibit also includes rare printings 
of the Bill of Rights and the Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
proposed U.S. Constitution of 1787. gototravelgal.com. 
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nee Aas arrived 
MARGARITAVILEE. dy 


ON THE EMERALD COAST 


LATITUDE MARGARITAVILLE WATERSOUND 
(866) 583-3774 


9201 Highway 79, Panama City Beach, FL 32413 
Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm | Sun. 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Visit online for more information 


LatitudeMargaritaville.com 


minto 


Communities 


FSTIOE A 


g 
Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA BUREAU OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT INSPECTED, 
EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THE OFFERINGS. Latitude Margaritaville Kentucky Registration Number R-201. For NY Residents: THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS FOR THE SALE OF LOTS ARE IN THE CPS-12 APPLICATION 
AVAILABLE FROM SPONSOR, LMWS, LLC. FILE NO. CP20-0062. Pennsylvania Registration Number OLO01182. Latitude Margaritaville Watersound is registered with the Massachusetts Board of Registration of Real Estate Brokers and Salesmen, 
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710, Boston, MA 02118 and with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 1700 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20552. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required 
and has not been completed. The facilities and amenities described are proposed but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. Development plans, amenities, 
facilities, dimensions, specifications, prices and features depicted by artists renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. OMinto Communities, LLC 2021. All rights reserved. Content may not be 
reproduced, copied, altered, distributed, stored, or transferred in any form or by any means without express written permission. Latitude Margaritaville and the Latitude Margaritaville logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and 
are used under license. Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its affiliates. St. Joe and the St. Joe logo are trademarks of The St. Joe Company and are used under license. CGC 1519880/CGC 120919. 2021 


. hea Spread the aahles of an Air Fore a VE 
= cremains. were only recently discovered. Photo a Ben Mikesell 


22 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE AUGUST 2021 


Idaho post’s growing Off Road Riders 
program hits on all cylinders. 


BY JEFF STOFFER 


of the two veterans. One was discovered in a storage unit, packed up with 

a folded 48-star U.S. flag; his name is unknown. The other was found ina 
sandwich bag after a house sale; the new owner researched and learned she was 
in the possession of the cremains of Air Force veteran Charles L. Howard Sr., who 
died in 2011 in Boise. 

On June 4, members of Post 101’s recently formed Off Road Riders program 
rumbled up a godforsaken grade in the Sawtooth Mountains, where they parked 
their Jeeps, four-wheelers and side-by-sides near the edge of a cliff overlooking 
Fall Creek, a ribbon of mountain runoff in the gorge bottom hundreds of feet 
below. Members assembled at the cliff’s edge and arranged black basalt rocks 
to secure two new poles - one fora U.S. flag, the other for a POW/MIA flag - 
and adjusted the yellow urn containing the unknown veteran they placed there 
last year. 

Post 101 member Randy Rich eulogized Howard, who had a career in 
electronics after a medical discharge from the Air Force. He had been enjoying 
retirement in Idaho when a heart attack took his life at 71. Following Rich’s words 
of remembrance for a veteran he never met, Howard’s ashes were spread on the 
rocks under the flags, near the yellow urn, high on the cliff. 

“My boss bought a house as a rental, and when she was cleaning it, she found 
the ashes in a sandwich bag,” Rich says. “She did all the research and got his obit. 
She tried to find family and couldn't find anybody. We thought this would be an 
excellent time to (conduct a ceremony) because there would be several people 
up here.” 

More than 20 off-road vehicles joined the 59-mile ride and service June 4. 
Additional American Legion Family members jumped in for a high-country 
journey covering 112 miles the next day. They gathered in Pine, Idaho, buzzed 
through river canyons and over mountain passes - some still holding snow in 
their ditches - nearly 10,000 feet in elevation. Riders explored routes, inspected 
their earlier trail-clearing operations, visited historic gold-rush towns and shared 
in the COVID-suppressed glory of togetherness in the outdoors. Second-day 
participants wore new club T-shirts, proudly proclaiming membership in the 
pandemic-born program whose key features are public service, camaraderie, 
well-being, family adventure, and remembrance of veterans who cannot be with 
them, or are eternally resting on a cliff reachable only by four-wheel drive. 


IN o one from Mountain Home, Idaho, American Legion Post 101 knew either 
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“The situation with the pandemic actually 
helped us a little bit because people were confined 
and they wanted to get out,” says program director 
Dan Thweatt, an Army veteran and civilian 
employee of the Air Force base in Mountain Home. 
“This was an opportunity for people to get away 
from the cities, come up and actually be a part of 
this organization.” 

The Off Road Riders formed in 2020 after Post 101 
members realized they had been casually enjoying 
four-wheeling together for years in small groups or 
on their own. When COVID hit, and members 
longed to break away from the privations of 
self-isolation, the idea of a post off-road program 
made sense. Since then, it has driven new 
membership, as well as interest and participation 
from other posts around Idaho. 

“It’s great, especially for the younger guys,” says 
Dave Morgan, program assistant director. “You see 
a mix here. We have a lot of new members just 
because of the Off Road Riders program. Once we 
made it public, it kind of blew up. It’s kind of like, 
why didn’t anybody think of this before?” 

Grim as it was, the pandemic made post 
members think of it. “When everybody is in their 
Razrs, four-wheelers or Jeeps, all the families are 
separated,” American Legion Department of Idaho 
Adjutant Charles “Abe” Abrahamson says. “We 
were maintaining that distance we were required 
to have by the state, but we weren’t sitting in a 
room together with our masks on. We were out 
doing things, still supporting our communities, 
and still being together as the Legion Family.” 

The program is open to members of the post’s 
American Legion, Sons of The American Legion 
and American Legion Auxiliary members, who are 
encouraged to bring their families. The June 4-5 
outing included participants from 14 to 81 years of 
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American Legion Off Road 
Riders stir up dust in a June 4-5 
excursion into the Sawtooth 
Mountains northeast of 
Mountain Home, Idaho. 

Photo by Ben Mikesell 


age, and welcomed Legion Family members from 
other posts as well. 

One of the group’s missions is to assist the U.S. 
Forest Service in clearing remote roads and trails 
for other four-wheelers to enjoy. “They gave us apps 
for our phones where we can manage trails, take 
trails and go on different rides,” Abrahamson said. 
“It’s a benefit to everybody - the veterans being 
together, with the camaraderie - plus cleaning the 
trails for the public to use, not letting them get 
overgrown and taking resources away from the 
Forest Service when they could be out thinning the 
forest, fighting fires or doing necessities.” 

The service element is important from two 
perspectives, former Post 101 Commander Doug 
Huffman says. “We've all grown up as adults giving 
back to our communities by serving in the military. 
By continuing to do stuff like that, it allows us to 
continue to serve. It also allows our community to 
know that, ‘Hey, our veterans do a lot for us their 
whole life, whether in uniform or in the veterans 
organizations.” 

The program also has a positive effect on mental 
health and well-being, says Huffman, who served 14 
years in the Army and 11 in the Air Force. “The 
military, you have a certain relationship with the 
people around you, and when you get out you lose 
that. Here, people feel involved in a family again. 
People come in at first and may be kind of sad or 
just real quiet. But it doesn’t take them long to fit in 
and start getting in the groove with the rest of us.” 

“We really enjoy being with other veterans,” 
Thweatt says. “I was Army. We’ve got Marines, 
Navy, Coast Guard and a lot of Air Force due to 
being next to Mountain Home Air Force Base, so we 
have a lot of camaraderie. It makes you feel really 
good and proud, that you are with other military 
veterans doing these sorts of things.” 
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“It’s great to get out, 
to get the fresh air,” 
Abrahamson says. 
“When you get up on 
top of the mountain 
and you have 
numerous veterans 
with you, it gives a 
chance for that 
veteran you know 
who might be having 
some problems or issues ... a chance to talk with 
him. Maybe he has some stuff you can help with, or 
the Legion can help with, or we can put him ina 
direction to get help. It’s all about brother- and 
sisterhood and the camaraderie of being outdoors.” 

Doug Huffman and his Legionnaire wife Bonnie, 
an Army and Air National Guard veteran, say 
outdoor recreation has been integral to their 
36-year marriage and raising two daughters. 

“This has been a lifestyle for us,” Doug says. “It 
keeps us close.” 

Off-road adventuring also attracts others. The 
Huffmans and the Thweatts were on a ride in the 
ghost town of Silver City, Idaho, last year when a 
veteran from North Carolina approached them. 
“He was out here doing construction work,” Doug 
explains. “He said, ‘Do you care if I ride around 
with you guys?” 

“No, join us.’ 

“So, the rest of the day he rode with us, even rode 
back to our camp and had dinner with us. We met 
another friend.” 

“There (are) no strangers here,” Thweatt says. “It’s 
family. We invite everyone in. It’s part of the 
military. It’s part of the Legion, and it’s not going to 
change. I see it getting bigger and bigger.” 

“This is wide-open space out here,” Huffman 
adds. “We can come out here, and we can relax and 
be ourselves. Nobody judges each other out here. 
We just all spend time together having fun, 
breaking bread and enjoying each other’s 
company.” 

Attached to many of the off-road vehicles are 
decals that list the eight Idahoans who remain 
missing in action from the Vietnam War. Like the 
veterans whose ashes reside on the cliff above Fall 
Creek, they remind members that no veteran 
should be forgotten, regardless of how many years 
have passed since they were last seen in person. 
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Watch a video of 
Post 101 Off Road 
Riders and friends 


“It used to be the 
Idaho 12, but they have 
recovered four of them 
over the years,” Post 
101 member Daryl 
Hinton says. “We 
fa created this flag with 
~, the names of the 

eight Idahoans still 
missing from Vietnam 
or Laos and 
Cambodia. As time goes by, people are going to 
forget, so we try to keep those eight names at the 
forefront, so they don't forget.” 

Rich, who has been an American Legion member 
since he was stationed in Germany, is 67 and ready 
for new things. His wife died five years ago, his two 
children are grown, and one son has moved to 
Oregon with his family. The Off Road Riders 
program was the right fit at the right time, he says. 

“When I initially signed up, I signed up with my 
pickup because it is four-wheel drive. But that’s my 
primary vehicle. I needed to get something I can 
play with and not worry about it. So I went and 
bought a new four-wheeler. I love it.” 

The camaraderie “is like a family,” he explains. 
“Everybody gets together, and everybody’s 
personable. If they don’t know you, you get to know 
them pretty quick. Everybody will come up and 
introduce themselves to you, tell who they are, and 
you get to talking. You make several friends that 
way. And it helps ... it helps morale.” 

Coming out of the pandemic, members of the 
Post 101 American Legion Family are more mindful 
about the importance of togetherness, whether 
they just want a fun family weekend, freedom from 
months of isolation, amoment to remember the 
Vietnam War’s missing servicemembers, or 
ceremonies to honor veterans they never knew who 
had been relegated to sandwich bags or storage 
units. All such interests fuel Post 101’s Off Road 
Riders program. 

“No.1 to me, it’s about freedom,” Thweatt says. 
“This is what we do. Fresh air, family and friends - 
that’s what it is. I think people getting out - during 
and after this - is the best thing that can be done, 
for a lot of veterans.” & 


enjoying the 


other’s company in 
the Idaho high 


Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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Marine Corps veteran Brian Moyer founded Agent Orange Survivors of Guam in 2017. He says that he and 
thousands of other U.S. servicemembers have physical illnesses caused by exposure to toxic herbicides 
sprayed on the island from 1958 to 1980. Photo by Jacob T. Langston 


UPHILL BATTLE 


Guam veterans fight for Agent Orange benefits as VA says there’s 
no evidence “tactical” herbicides were used on the island. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


he’d been exposed to Agent Orange, after 

seeing lumps under the Air Force veteran’s 
skin. But the physician declined to put that 
diagnosis in writing. “When I asked him to write a 
letter, he said, ‘Oh no, he would get in trouble,” 
says Stanton, one among many former U.S. 
servicemembers who believe they were exposed to 
dioxin-laced herbicides on Guam. “I never went 
back to him. I figured if he couldn't do the right 
thing then I couldn't trust him to take care of me.” 

Decades later, most Guam veterans don’t even 

get that much acknowledgment regarding possible 
exposure while serving on the Pacific island. This 
despite ample evidence that 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T - the 
key components of Agent Orange - were used on 
Guam from 1958 to 1980, and more recent soil tests 


| E the late 1980s, a VA doctor told Ralph Stanton 
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that confirm the presence of the chemicals. Their 
health concerns, they say, are lost in a dispute over 
terminology. 

VA says there’s no evidence “tactical” herbicides 
such as Agent Orange were used on Guam, based 
on DoD and General Accounting Office (GAO) 
reviews of thousands of documents dating back to 
the end of World War II. And the agency doesn’t 
believe federal law allows it to grant Guam veterans 
presumptive service connection for illnesses 
linked to commercial herbicide exposure, despite 
numerous reports that 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T were used 
at Andersen Air Force Base (now a Superfund site), 
along miles of fuel pipelines, at tank farms and U.S. 
Navy facilities for more than 20 years. 

The tactical vs. commercial argument is 
irrelevant given that the herbicides used on Guam 
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are chemically identical to Agent Orange, say 
veterans and legal advocates. 

“People really get hung up on, ‘Is it Agent Orange 
or not?” says Matt Linsley, a Navy veteran and 
co-author of a white-paper report detailing 
evidence of dioxin exposure on Guam that was 
published by the Veterans Legal Services Clinic at 
Yale Law School last year. “The question is, ‘Did you 
come in contact with herbicides with dioxin?” 

For many former servicemembers who served on 
Guam from the late 1950s to the early 1980s, the 
answer is a resounding yes, says white-paper 
co-author Kyla Eastling, whose family moved from 
Guam to the U.S. mainland while her grandfather 
was serving in the Navy. “There is substantial 
evidence that commercial herbicides that contain 
the same dioxin chemicals and cause the same 
health problems (as Agent Orange) were used on 
Guam,” she says. 

Linsley adds, “It’s really frustrating when you see 
the number of veterans affected.” 

The Agent Orange Act of 1991 also doesn't 
distinguish between tactical and commercial 
herbicides, says John Wells, a Navy veteran, 
attorney and chairman of Military-Veterans 
Advocacy (MVA). Instead, the law focuses on the 
ingredients, including 2,4-D and 2,4, 5-T. 


Weed killers Stanton, Agent Orange Survivors of 
Guam, the Yale law clinic and other veterans say 
they have compiled extensive records showing 
dioxin-laced herbicides were widely used to kill the 
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fast-growing tropical vegetation and reduce fire 
risk at U.S. military facilities on the island. This 
includes a 1958 Navy herbicide manual that 
endorses the use of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T on Guam, 
Linsley says. And a1994 Navy draft environmental 
impact statement notes the use of the herbicides 
on the island until 1980. 

Stanton’s Air Force maintenance unit always had 
separate barrels of the two herbicides on hand 
while he was on Guam from 1969 to 1970. “Before 
1970, you could order it by stock number - that and 
all the other chemicals approved by the Armed 
Forces Pest Management Board,” he says. 

He remembers the late LeRoy Foster filling the 
spray-truck tank from the barrels and using the 
mixture of the two herbicides for vegetation 
control along fuel pipelines, road sides, fence lines 
and the flight line. Other Guam veterans filled 
hand sprayers and used the herbicides to kill brush 
and weeds around some of the buildings. “Every 
square inch of that base was sprayed at one time 
or another,” says Robert Fink, an Air Force fire 
protection specialist whose duties included 
spraying around the fire stations. 

VA says these commercial herbicides “wouldn't 
have typically been applied with troops in place.” 
And they would have been used according to 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidelines 
and federal law. 

Guam veterans vigorously dispute that assertion. 
The EPA didn’t exist until late 1970, and there were 
no federal licensing or certification requirements 
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for servicemembers spraying herbicides at that 
time, says Brian Moyer, a Marine Corps veteran and 
founder of Agent Orange Survivors of Guam. Nor 
were there any other federal safety guidelines or 
protective measures in place. 

“We received no training or instructions on how 
to spray - and no safety equipment,” says Navy 
veteran Bruce Borton. Not even gloves. 

It was impossible to avoid daily contact with 
the dioxin-laden herbicides. “You were laying on 
the ground in the stuff,” Stanton says of his 
maintenance work on fuel pipelines. And if the 
spray truck came by while he was working, “you got 
it on you and you had to breathe it.” None of them 
knew the health risks. 

The contamination went beyond spraying brush 
and weeds. Empty 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T drums were 
turned into barbecues. They also became 
containers for dirty fuel and used solvents, 
including trichloroethylene (TCE), hydraulic fluid, 
PCBs and other waste. Once full, the drums were 
hauled to Andersen Air Force Base and burned 
during firefighting training. Dozens of dry wells, 
drilled to keep the runways from flooding during 
Guam?’s tropical storms, carried rainwater and 
herbicide residues right into the drinking-water 
aquifer, Stanton and other veterans say. 


Consequences It’s not clear how many former 
servicemembers were exposed to the herbicides, 
but a bill introduced in May by U.S. Reps. Mike San 
Nicolas, D-Guam, and Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla., would 
provide VA health care and benefits to 50,000 
Guam veterans. Meanwhile, less than three dozen 
have filed successful VA claims, Moyer says. 

Stanton won only after a prolonged fight. He first 
learned of health problems when lumps appeared 
under the skin of his arms; a VA physician told him 
they were caused by Agent Orange exposure. 
Things got worse from there. 

“I started seeing doctors all over the place,” 
Stanton says. He filed his first VA claim in 2007 and 
finally won his case at the Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals in 2014 with evidence that included an 
affidavit from Foster - then still living - about the 
spraying the latter did on Guam. Today, Stanton is 
service-connected for diabetes, neuropathy, heart 
failure and kidney failure. 

Borton remembers filling hand sprayers from a 
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drum of “some kind of weed killer that lived in a 
field all its own” during his two-year tour at what 
was then a secret anti-submarine base on Guam. 
He came home in 1973, married, and hada 
daughter and son in the late 1970s - both of whom 
were born with eyesight problems. As a result, he 
and his wife were sent to the University of Arizona 
for testing and “advised by the medical community 
not to have any more children,” he says. 

Borton developed type 2 diabetes, followed by a 
prostate-cancer diagnosis at 45 and then diabetes- 
induced neuropathy. He filed the first of several 
unsuccessful VA claims more than 10 years ago and 
recently resubmitted a claim for Agent Orange 
exposure. “I need to know why I have so many 
things wrong with me,” says Borton, who worries 
about how his dioxin exposure has affected his 
children. “They are going to need health care when 
they get older.” 

VA also rejected Fink’s first claim for Parkinson’s 
and hypertension 10 years ago. It’s under judicial 
review, he says. Meanwhile, he’s being treated by 
specialists at the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center. “I have a heck of a lot more wrong with me 
than VA acknowledges,” Fink says. “Tell me the 
damn truth. My family 


needs to 
know.” 

Moyer 
served on 3 
Caasin fear Illnesses recently added to VA's 
igre teaee list of conditions caused by 

, Agent Orange exposure, 

He has including bladder cancer, 
peripheral hypothyroidism and 
neuropathy, Parkinson’'s-like symptoms 
spinal 
stenosis, 19,000 
hypertension, Veterans with previously 
precancerous denied claims who will 
growths on receive retroactive benefit 


payments, along with 6,000 
survivors 


his face and 
arms, and other 
health issues. 
But his VA 
claims have 
resulted in only 
a10% service 
connection for 
tinnitus. And he 


52,000 


Veterans already receiving 

some type of VA benefits 
who are potentially 
affected by the new 
presumptions, along with 
2,000 survivors 


Oa i 


- The Biggest Event 


Actual size 
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In Silver Dollar History! 


r | Vhe American Silver Eagle has been 
the most popular silver coin on the 
planet since its introduction in 

1986. Its beautiful, iconic design inspires 

collectors, and investors love it because 

it’s struck in one full ounce of 99.9% fine 
silver, and guaranteed for weight and 
fineness by the U.S. Government. Now 
in 2021, for the first time ever, the coin’s 
design is changing. 


The Most Important Coins 
in the Modern Era 

When President Ronald Reagan signed 
the Liberty Coin Act into law, he didn’t 
know American Eagles would have the 
impact they’ve had, year after year. The 
coins were so popular that between 1986 
and 2020, over 535 million were struck. 
That’s more than HALF A BILLION 
coins, easily making Silver Eagles the 
most bought coins in the world. Hugely 
popular now, Silver Eagles may soon 
become even more popular! 


Collectors Crave Firsts 
Collectors covet coins with Key Dates. 
Key Dates mark significance in a coin’s 
history...firsts, lasts, lowest mintage, 


new finishes and new designs. Now, for 
the first time in over three-and-a-half 
decades, the Silver Eagle is getting a 

new design, leading to a historic “first” 
unlike anything we’ve seen. The iconic 
Heraldic Eagle reverse is being replaced by 
a beautiful new “Eagle Landing” design. 
This is arguably a bigger deal than even 
the actual introduction of the coin because 
there’s so much more interest now than in 
1986, with investors and collectors! 


If You Knew Then What 


You Know Now... 
If you'd had a crystal ball in 1986, you 
undoubtedly would have grabbed every 
Silver Eagle you could get. Those coins in 
uncirculated condition continue to be 
sought-after. Now you're getting another 
chance to land a big Silver Eagle first, a 
Key Date. Additionally, since these newly 
designed Silver Eagles are only being 
released during the second half of 2021, 
it’s quite possible this will be one of the 
lowest mintages we’ve seen. That’s 
significant because it could make 2021 a 
DOUBLE Key Date, with both a new 
design and a low mintage. Demand for 
these coins is already sky-high, but if that 


GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. NRE134-01 * Burnsville, MN 55337 


happens, watch out! No one can predict 
the future value of silver, but many 
Americans are rushing to stock up, for 
themselves, and their loved ones. 


Get Your Pre-Order in Now! 
Buy More and Save! 
Don’t wait another 35 years! Get your 
2021 new design Silver Eagles in Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition by calling 
1-888-201-7639 right now, and using the 
offer code below. Buy more, save more! 


New Design 2021 American Eagle 
Silver Dollar BU 

1-3 Coins- $44.95 ea. + s/h 

4-9 Coins- $44.75 ea. + FREE SHIPPING 
10-19 Coins- $44.50 ea. + FREE SHIPPING 
20+ Coins- $43.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING 


FREE SHIPPING on 4 or More! 


Limited time only. Product total over $149 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 
Not valid on previous purchases. 


Call today toll-free for fastest service 


1-888-201-7639 


Offer Code NRE134-01 


Please mention this code when you call. 


‘ess.a'% GOVMINT.COM” 


GovMint.com’ is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. 


GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of 
publication but may change significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions 
or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved. 


was rebuffed when he attempted to get on the 
Agent Orange registry. 

He founded Agent Orange Survivors of Guam 
- now part of MVA - in 2017 and brought the issue 
to Wells, who successfully sued VA over its refusal 
to grant Blue Water Navy veterans presumptive 
service connection for herbicide-related illness 
under the Agent Orange Act of 1991. Now, MVA is 
back in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit to try to force VA to grant similar health- 
care and disability benefits to Guam veterans. 

MVA has substantial evidence of dioxin-laced 
herbicide contamination, including affidavits from 
veterans who did the spraying, Wells says. In 
addition, MVA pushed for EPA soil testing on Guam 
that found evidence of 2,4-D in 2018 and 2,3,7,8- 
TCCD - dioxin - in 2019. 

The Agent Orange Act of 1991 doesn’t distinguish 
between tactical and commercial herbicides, 
referring only to “herbicides ‘used in support of 
U.S. and allied operations in Vietnam,” Wells adds. 
Guam fits that description: “There were B-52 strikes 
going out of Guam to North and South Vietnam. 
Replenishment ships docked in Guam.” U.S. troops 
serving in Vietnam went to Guam on R&R. 
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A B-52 takes off from Andersen 1 
Air Force Base in Guam in support 
of Operation Linebacker II in 
December 1972. us. Air Force photo 


ee a = 
American Legion Résotution No.-118..calls.on,VA-to.establishra national center for 
research on the diagnosis and treatment of health conditions of the descendants of U.S. 
servicemembers who were exposed to toxic substances. In addition, the federal 
government should ensure veterans are properly compensated for disabilities and 
diseases associated with particular exposures. 


VA says it’s not surprised trace levels of 2,4-D and 
2,4,5-T were detected on the island considering the 
chemicals were commonly found in commercial 
herbicides used at foreign and domestic U.S. bases, 
including on Guam, a spokesman says. And while 
VA can’t provide disability benefits and health care 
under its Agent Orange regulations, it will continue 
to consider Guam veterans’ claims for herbicide 
exposure on a case-by-case basis. 

Volunteers at the Yale law clinic hope their white 
paper will give veterans the evidence they need to 
file successful claims. They spent two years 
reviewing the evidence - including a trove of 
documents Agent Orange Survivors of Guam 
gathered - and produced a report they believe 
makes an airtight and scientifically defensible case 
that U.S. servicemembers who served on Guam 
between 1958 and 1980 were exposed to herbicides 
containing dioxin. 

“The most important thing,” Eastling says, “is 
that veterans who are suffering and aging by the 
day need help.” & 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 


Now, THIS is a Knife! 


This 16" full tang stainless steel blade is not 


EXCLUSIVE 
for the faint of heart —now ONLY $99! FREE 
n the blockbuster film, when a strapping Australian crocodile Stauer® 8x21 

hunter and a lovely American journalist were getting robbed at Compact 
knife point by a couple of young thugs in New York, the tough Binoculars 
Aussie pulls out his dagger and says “That’s not a knife, THIS is a -a $99 value- 
knife!” Of course, the thugs scattered and he continued on to win with purchase of 
the reporter’s heart. Down Under Knife 


Our Aussie friend would approve of our rendition of his “knife.” 
Forged of high grade 420 surgical stainless steel, this knife is an 
impressive 16" from pommel to point. And, the blade is full tang, 
meaning it runs the entirety of the knife, even though part of it is 
under wraps in the natural bone and wood handle. 


Secured in a tooled leather sheath, this is one impressive knife, with 
an equally impressive price. 


This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag 
out in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel 
blades with bone handles in excess of $2,000. 


Well, that won't cut it around here. We have What Stauer Clients 


mastered the hunt for the best deal, and in Are Saying About 
turn pass the spoils on to our customers. Our Knives 
But we don’t stop there. While supplies » oe. ©. @. of 


last, we'll include a pair of $99, 8x21 power 
compact binoculars, and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the Down 


“This knife is beautifull” 
— J., La Crescent, MN 


Under Bowie Knife. wkekkk 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel “The feel of this knife 
the knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, is unbelievable...this 
inspect the impeccable craftsmanship. If you is an incredibly fine 
dont feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it instrument? 

back within 30 days for a complete refund of — H., Arvada, CO 


the item price. 


Limited Reserves. A deal like this won't last 
long. We have only 1120 Down Under Bowie 
Knifes for this ad only. Dont let this beauty slip gonust call tod ay and 
through your fingers at a price that wont drag you'll also receive this 
you under, Call today! genuine leather sheath! 


Down Under Bowie Knife $249* 
Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $150 


1-800-333-2045 
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listed original Stauer.com price. 
California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding { 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. y 


¢ Etched stainless steel full tang blade ; 16” overall ¢ Painted natural bone and wood 
handle ¢ Brass hand guards, spacers & end cap « Includes genuine tooled leather sheath 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.° 
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Overqualified, unfulfilled 


Together, the military and 
private sector can reduce 
veteran underemployment. 


BY SUDIP BOSE 


Ever since I was a kid I wanted to bea 
doctor. Later on, as the son of grateful 
immigrants, I wanted to serve the country 
that had treated them so well. So I did 
both, as a doctor in the Iraq War. 

When I returned home from Iraq in 
2005, I was fortunate. As a medical 
doctor, I had a smooth transition to the 


former Army 


ajor and 


Bronze Star recipient with 


12 years of service. U.S. 
forces selected Bose 

to treat Saddam Hussein 
after his capture in 2003. 


Photo courtesy DocBose.com 


civilian workforce - in no small way 
because my military job title was clearly 
understood and my medical skills 
acknowledged. Sadly, many of the men 
and women I served with had a much 
harder time. 

Most military occupational specialties 
(MOS) don’t easily translate. Veterans struggle 
to communicate their military skills and 
experience into language the private sector can 
understand. Employers are often ill-prepared to 
understand and cultivate a veteran’s unique ability. 
It’s a dual dilemma, resulting in an underrated 
candidate who becomes an underemployed veteran 


whose pay is too low and skills are not used, without a 


bright future. 

Veterans are often pigeonholed: “If you drove a 
truck in the Army, well, that’s what you know how to 
do and what you should do when you get out.” That 
seems to be the conventional thinking, which is 
terribly flawed for two reasons. First, 70% of people 
coming out of the military do not want to do what 
they did in the military. Second, if you drove a truck 
in the Army, you know much more than that. You’ve 
picked up skills like operation, control, coordination, 
communication, time management and problem- 
solving - skills highly coveted by employers for 
numerous roles: operations, logistics, project 
management, account management, sales and more. 

And then there are the intangible qualities that 
make veterans great employees: discipline, work 
ethic, loyalty, courage, dependability, accountability, 
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33% 


Veterans who are 
underemployec 


Source: Call of 
Duty Endowment, 
ZipRecruiter 


Underemployment 


Not having enough paid work, 
or not doing work that makes full use 
of a person's skills and abilities 


NORTH AMERICA’S = 
"1 Selling Walk-In Tub 


Ey our Exclusive Free Shower ‘Package 


Now you can finally have all of the 
soothing benefits of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing. 
Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
exclusive Shower Package! 


Y First and only walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower 


VY Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots to offer a 
seated shower option 


Y Durable frameless tempered glass 
enclosure available 


Y High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on the 
entire tub 


¥ Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, affordable price 


Now you can have the best of 
both worlds-there isn’t a better, 
more affordable walk-in tub! 


Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of 


$1500 OFF 


PLUS A FREE 


SHOWER PACKAGE! 
rORALmITeD Time ony. | Call Today for Your Free Shower Package 


Call Toll-Free 1-800-286-8979 


rs 
www.BuySafeStep.com 


P FINANCING 
1 With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. H ion 
| Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. | AVAILABLE LIFETI M E 
! Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. ! WITH APPROVED i LIMITED WARRANTY 
Must present offer at time of purchase. ' CREDIT 
BUSINESS 
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Veteran vs. nonveteran underemployment (2010-2019) 


Potential effects of 
underemployment 


Sf Brain drain 


Y Lower wages 


Y Fractional use of skill sets 


Y Lower personal/ 


2010 


—— Veteran underemployment 


— Veteran/nonveteran relative difference 


versatility and sense of mission. These ought to be 
the cherries on top. 

Veteran underemployment has cascading effects. 
It leads to job dropout, high turnover, reduced 
employer profitability, personal discouragement, 
and the waning or abandonment of noble efforts. 
Everybody loses. 

How do we change the narrative? Here are a few 
thoughts: 

- Expand military partnerships with 
organizations developing 
technologies to increase 
effectiveness and efficiency, 
and reduce stress. For 
example, the Bridge My 
Return hiring platform 
maps skills to the 
MOS, automatically 

produces a résumé, 

and connects a 
veteran’s profile 
to careers with 
military-ready 
employers based 
on skills-to-skills 
matching (rather 
than job-to-job). 
- Expand military 
partnerships with 
private-sector 
organizations that 
offer departing 
servicemembers 
Photo by Patrick T. Fallon 
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professional development 
Y Higher cost to employer 


Source: “Veteran Opportunity Report,” 
LinkedIn 


apprenticeships, training and licensing in areas 
related to their military skills. The DoD 
SkillBridge program offers servicemembers access 
to training, apprenticeships or internships during 
their last 180 days of service. DoD teams with 
private-sector organizations across industries to 
create real-world experiences for transitioning 
servicemembers. 
- Encourage employers to create recruitment 
and retention programs for veterans, train 
hiring managers on veteran recruiting and 
training, and provide transition support to 
newly hired veterans. The nuances of hiring 
military talent need to be understood. Readiness is 
as crucial to employers as it is to veterans they seek 
to hire. 

Our veterans are an untapped resource. Let’s 
endeavor to give them better opportunities and 
brighter futures. If we do so, everybody wins. & 


Sudip Bose, M.D., specializes in emergency medicine, mass 
casualty, disaster care and PTSD. Learn more at docbose. 
com or his nonprofit charity, thebattlecontinues.org. 
Bose is a member of American Legion Woods Lynch Post 19 
in Midland, Texas. 


o courtesy 
DocBose.com 
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sceola “Ozzie” Fletcher spent much of 
©O:: childhood in foster care after his 

father died in 1925 from the effects of 
World War I mustard-gas exposure. Part of that 
childhood was in a home near Brooklyn’s 
historic Fort Hamilton, where Fletcher returned 
on June 18, at age 99, to receive a long-overlooked 
Purple Heart for wounds he received in a 
German missile attack on D-Day, June 6, 1944. 

Fletcher, a 70-year Legionnaire, longtime 

police officer and high school teacher, was in 
uniform there, among a throng of dignitaries. 


Army Chief of Staff Gen. James C. McConville 
presents a long-overdue Purple Heart to Osceola 
“Ozzie” Fletcher, a 70-year American Legion 
member who appears in the recently released 
documentary “Sixth of June.” Photo by Todd Maisel 
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OVERDUE 
*, HONOR 


Black D-Day veteran 
receives long-awaited 
Purple Heart. 


BY GEER SIOFEER 


Army Chief of Staff Gen. James C. McConville 
presented the Black veteran the medal in a room 
filled with family members, police officers, 
soldiers, veterans, media, filmmakers and others 
who came to salute a man who waited 77 years 
for this moment. 

“Soldiers tragically died that day, but Ozzie 
was thrown to safety and survived,” McConville 
told the crowd. “He suffered multiple wounds 
that day, including a head gash that still serves 
as a reminder.” 

For years, the family searched for records to 
prove that Fletcher, who served in the segregated 
254th Port Battalion, was wounded while 
transporting supplies into Normandy. They were 
told his medical records were lost, although his 
scars told a different story. 

When filmmakers Rylan Soref and Henry 
Roosevelt interviewed Fletcher for the short 
documentary “Sixth of June,” they discovered 
the problem and reached out to Gen. Mark 
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who 
opened a two-month investigation. Conclusion: 
Fletcher and 101-year-old Louisiana D-Day 
veteran Johnnie Jones, who also served ina 
segregated unit, were wrongly overlooked. 

“lm exhilarated by the whole thing,” Fletcher 
said after receiving the medal. “It shows that 
some of the records ... did get through.” & 

See more, plus a photo gallery, at legion.org. 


RECHARGEABLE 
DIGITAL HEARING AID 


Introducing the VOLT + from MDHearingAid... 


A digital, rechargeable hearing aid that’s every 


bit as good as the ones you'll find at expensive clinics 


but at a fraction of the price. 


Lightweight & 

fits discreetly >. y 

benindiear {7 7 <— _ Virtually invisible, 
Volume Dial ——» Ef clear, thin tubing 
gives you full ; 
control <—___________Waiter-resistant 


Reg: $599.98- (IP57) coating 
; ComfortTIP 
Only $29953 4 Program” a 0r all-day 
pe a_i ee settings comfort 


Each When You Buy a Pair - LIMITED TIME ONLY! 


How can a rechargeable hearing aid that costs only $29999 “i 


Rechargeable, 
be every bit as good as one that sells for $2,400 or more? long-lasting battery 


The answer: We include the same high-quality digital processors but eliminate the complex components not 
needed by 95% of the people with hearing loss. PLUS... we cut out the middleman. This allowed us to create an FDA- 
Registered, Medical-Grade hearing aid for only $29922 each when you buy a pair. 


VOLT+ Features 
e Rechargeable with 30-Hour Battery life 
e Water Resistant to 3 Feet 
e Advanced Digital Technology 
e Feedback Cancellation - NO Whistling 
e Dual Directional Microphones 
e No Prescription Needed 
e Unparalleled 24/7 Support 


The fact Is ... you don’t need to spend thousands for 
a hearing aid. VOLT+ is a rechargeable hearing aid offering 
sophistication and high performance, and works right 
out of the box with no time-consuming “adjustment” 
appointments. You can contact a licensed hearing specialist 
conveniently online or by phone — even after your purchase 
at no cost. No other company provides such extensive 
support. Now that you know...why pay more? 


NOW WATER RESISTANT 


neW 1% 
Nearly 
invisible... 
No one will 
know you’re 
wearing it 


Charging Case 


Doctors Are Tired of Patients Wasting 
Money at Over-Priced Clinics 


30-Hour Battery Life Water Resistant to 3 Feet 


Best Value koko kk 
“..this product is just as effective (if not more) 
than traditional overly-priced hearing aids. | will 


be recommending MDHearingAid to my 
hearing-impaired patients.” — Dr. Chang 

Excellent Quality-to-Price Ratio kyo sk 
“Quite impressive in its performance... an excellent 
quality-to-price ratio, and | would highly recommend 
it to my patients with hearing loss.” — J. May, MD 


MDHearingAid” »> 
ealINGAIC . 
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*Not available in the state of Washington. 


Never Change a Battery Again! 


RISK-FREE MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Hear Better Or Your Money Back! 


Try MDHearingAids risk free with a 
100% money-back guarantee for 45 days. 


Call 1-800-315-2872 Today! 
or visit www.MDVolt.com 
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FREE SHIPPING! 
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Day Four 


Rusideo, N.M., to 


Show Low, Ariz. iquerque 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 


RUN 


Show Low, Ariz. 
x * 


Los Angeles i 
Phoenix 


N Show Low, Ariz., 


© Route start © Nightly stop to Phoenix 


© Meal stop OC) Route end 
@ Event 


, 
BACK ON THE ROAD 


The Legacy Run returns, with a five-day ride west to Phoenix. 


Quemado, N.M. 


Day Five Rusideo, N.M. 


Las Cruces 
oe 


The American Legion Legacy Run is back in active duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001, as well as 
the live, on-the-road form that has made it so children of post-9/11 veterans with a combined 
popular and such a success for the American VA disability rating of 50% or higher. 

Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund. “Riders want to ride, and they really havea 


On Aug. 22, American Legion Riders andtheir passion for this cause,” National American 
passengers will depart Pig Trail Harley-Davidson Legion Riders Advisory Committee Chairman 


in Rogers, Ark. Over five days, the group will Mark Clark says. “I wish I could count all the 

travel 1,356 miles through four states before emails, phone calls, text messages and Facebook 

arriving in Phoenix for the 102nd American messages I’ve received over the past two years 

Legion National Convention on Aug. 26. expressing their enthusiasm for getting back on 
Due to the pandemic, the 2020 Legacy Run was _ the road, praying this ride could happen.” 

virtual. Still, Legion Riders and other members The deadline to register is Aug. 7. 

of the American Legion Family did their part to - Steven B. Brooks 


continue to raise money for the Legacy Fund, 
collecting and donating more than $580,000. 
The Legacy Fund provides college scholarships 
to children of U.S. military personnel killed on 


Get daily updates from the Legacy Run: 
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Day One 


Sunday, Aug. 22 Rogers, Ark. 


Rogers, Ark., to 


Day Three Durant, Okla. 


Tuesday, Aug. 24 


Fort Smith, Ark. ¢ 


Lubbock, Texas, 
to Rusideo, N.M. 


Wichita Falls, Texas Tuskahoma, Okla. 


‘Lubbock Texas LT. ean 
Ane: ‘ ——=, ‘Durant, Okla. _ 
re. Texas Gainsville, Texas 


Day Two 


Monday, Aug. 23 


Durant, Okla., to 
Lubbock, Texas 


Illustration by Matthew Everett 
: Photos by Ben Mikesell 
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ong before they learned of 
[_:: bravery in combat, 

Charles Coolidge’s sons 
recognized there was something 
special about their dad. 

Everyone in Chattanooga 
knew him, and people always 
called to consult or confide in 
him. “It was because of who he 
was as a person,” says Charles 
Coolidge Jr., a retired Air Force 
lieutenant general. “As I say, 
he was a man of honor before he had the Medal 
of Honor.” 

Coolidge died April 6, four months shy of his 
100th birthday. He was the nation’s oldest living 
Medal of Honor recipient and a 77-year member 
of The American Legion. 

A book binder for his family’s engraving and 
printing business, Coolidge entered the Army in 
1942. He fought in North Africa, Italy, France and 
Germany, and was awarded the Silver Star for his 
actions at Velletri in May 1944. 

In October 1944, near Belmont-sur-Buttant, 
Coolidge led an inexperienced and isolated 
group of soldiers under fire from German 
infantry. Outnumbered 4 to 1, the tech sergeant 
and his men repelled attacks for three days, until 
an enemy tank rolled within 30 yards of their 
position. From the turret, a soldier called in 
English, “Want to give up?” 

Looking him in the face, Coolidge replied, “I’m 
sorry, Mac, you’ve gotta come and get me.” 
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Coolidge with Kyle Carpenter, 
youngest living Medal of 
Honor recipient Bradford Coolidge 


Technical Sgt. Charles Coolidge receives the 
Medal of Honor from Army Lt. Gen. Wade 
Haislip on June 18, 1945. u.s. Army photo 


‘Come and 
get me’ 


World War II hero 
Charles Coolidge did 
his country proud. 


BY MATT GRILLS 


He dodged five shots from the 
tank and began tossing grenades 
after his bazooka failed, killing 
some 20 Germans before 
coordinating a withdrawal. For 
his actions, he received the 
nation’s highest award for valor. 

Coolidge worked for VA fora 
short time, then returned to 
run Chattanooga Printing & 
Engraving until his retirement at 
95. He was an active member of 
American Legion Post 14, along with Medal of 
Honor recipient Desmond Doss. 

Carl Levi, a retired Tennessee Army National 
Guard brigadier general and Legionnaire, 
enjoyed close friendships with both men that 
spanned decades. He remembers Coolidge as “a 
gentle person, very personable.” He attended 
American Legion meetings and served as Post 
14’s commander, as well as in other positions. 

“T always bragged I was the only department 
commander in the United States who hada 
Medal of Honor recipient as his department 
sergeant at arms,” Levi says. 

The National Medal of Honor Heritage Center 
in Chattanooga is named for Coolidge, as well as 
part of U.S. Highway 27 and a city park. 

Hershel “Woody” Williams, 97, is now the last 
living World War II Medal of Honor recipient. 

A Marine Corps veteran who fought at Iwo Jima, 
Williams is a life member of American Legion 
Post 177 in Barboursville, W.Va. & 


In Honor of Our Nation’s Heroes 


All Gave Some 
Men’s Hoodie 
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le 


Available in 5 Men’s 
Sizes M-XXXL 


SOME GAVE ALL 


An Exclusive Apparel Design 
from The Bradford Exchange 


All Gave Some... Some Gave All 


Show your respect for the American heroes who made the ultimate pockets, knit cuffs and hem, a full front zipper, and silver-toned metal 
sacrifice to honor, defend and protect our country, every time you wear tippets on the hood drawstrings. Imported. 
the “All Gave Some” Men’s Hoodie from The Bradford Exchange. 


Crafted in a charcoal gray easy-care cotton blend knit, the hoodie An Outstanding Value with Your Satisfaction Guaranteed 


showcases a dramatic design on the back with the battlefield cross With its custom design and hand-crafted quality, the “All Gave Some” 
displayed before the American flag and the embroidered sentiment, Men’s Hoodie is a remarkable value at $99.95*, payable in 3 easy 

“All Gave Some... Some Gave All.” Adding to the patriotic look is installments of $33.32 and backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee. 
an embroidered American flag patch on the front that features a Sizes XXL-XXXL, add $10. To order, send no money now, just fill out 
silhouette of a kneeling soldier. Custom details include a comfortable and send in your Priority Reservation. This hoodie is not available 
brushed fleece interior, a gray thermal knit lined hood, kangaroo front in stores. So don’t miss out... order today! 


Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/allgavesome 
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Based on an 1818 painting that depicts John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson and Ben Franklin presenting a 
draft of the Declaration of Independence. 


Get this seldom-seen $2 Note in 
Uncirculated condition for $2! 


Own America’s unique $2 bill at face value in collector-preferred Uncirculated condition, which 
beautifully depicts the famous painting Declaration of Independence! $2 notes are seldom seen, 
— since they make up less than 1% of all currency issued by the 
2 | Federal Reserve. And if you’re lucky enough to find one in 
circulation, it won’t be in this condition! 

SAVE Over 50% and get a FREE Gift! 
Order this sought-after note today to SAVE Over 50% (regularly 
$450) and get a FREE Uncirculated National Park quarter from 
the America’s National Park Quarter Series! 


These exciting $2 bills... : . ‘ . : : : 
* Depict Thomas Jefferson, author ofthe You'll also receive a handpicked trial selection of fascinating coins 


Declaration of Independence and 3rd = ; ; Inc = 1 1 
Tee eee from our No-Obligation Coins-On-Approval Service, from which 


* Make up less than 1% of all you may purchase any or none of the coins — return balance within 
ae a 15 days — with option to cancel at any time. 


e Are rarely found in circulation 


Order this seldom-seen and historic note today! 
Mail Coupon Now! For Faster Service Visit: LittletonCoin.com/Specials 


Dept. 5GN489 YES! Please send me the following: (QTY) DESCRIPTION TOTAL! 1 P= 7 Gl FT 
Special Offer for New Customers Only 1 |$2 Note (limit 1)  |$2.00 
Uncirculated Me sre 
a ircu 

Method of payment: Order Deadline: 1 F FREE) ;| Uncirculated 
Ei Check payable to littletor: Coin C0; 12:00 Midnight August 31, 2021 National Park Quarter Netional 
(VISA (4 MasterCard (i American Express 4 Discover Shipping FREE Park quarter 6 
Card No. Exp. Date / 


when you 
order by deadline! 


Sales Tax| FREE 
Total |$2.00 


Name Please send coupon to: 
nlpese pr eeaity Littleton Coin Company 
Dept. 5GN489 


Address Apt# 1309 Mt. Eustis Road L 45-D 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 grit Pas 
NY 7 Guarantee o 

City State Zip _ Littleton Stifenoe 


Coin Company® 
E-Mail Serving Collectors Since 1945 


©2021 LCC, Inc. 


RAPID FIRE 


A 
LEAGUE 
OF THEIR 
OWN 


North Carolina’s American Legion 
Lady Fastpitch Softball program 
gains momentum while mentoring 
girls beyond the diamond. 


The pandemic threw the Department of North “At the local level, success is getting softball in 
Carolina a curve, but its American Legion Lady our communities,” says Hasson, a member of 
Fastpitch Softball League is rallying. Burke County American Legion Post 21 in 

Modeled after American Legion Baseball, the Morganton. “Success is giving the girls an 
program started with 11 teams in 2017 and now opportunity to participate in their community and 
has more than 50 participating. represent veterans. The American Legion gives 

“COVID set us back a year like everybody else,” that opportunity. We encourage our girls to do 
says Mike Hasson, the league’s director. “We're one veteran community-service project a year. It 
not back to where we thought we would be this can be nothing more than going into a nursing 
year. We had a lot more teams wanting to play. home and visiting with a veteran, and (to) learn 
But after this season, we're going to hit those the core values of what these guys and gals in 
marks. We feel like we'll be at 80-plus teams, the military stand for.” 
with the interest we have seen.” Area 1 director Steve Capozzi coaches Post 116 

An Army veteran, Hasson founded the league in Fuquay-Varina, where he is a Sons of The 
with his son, Wesley Hasson, director of Area 4. American Legion member. 

The elder Hasson is quick to give credit to area “American Legion softball is a family, and we 
directors, coaches and other volunteers. emphasize that,” he says. “We don't just play 


“.. today is a day we are going to look back on and say, ‘It started 
here. It started with this race - the race to end veteran suicide.” 


Retired Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Micheal Barrett, 
joining driver Tony Kanaan and Chip Ganassi Racing at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway on May 27 to announce American 
Legion initiatives to prevent veteran suicide, including peer- 
support programs and distribution of resources through 
12,000 posts nationwide. Barrett is a member of 
American Legion Post 18 in Bloomington, Ind. 
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softball. We emphasize community service. 
Because we are a family, it’s never hard to get 
the girls to come help with a fish fry or other 
event. The girls love doing bingo night, and the 
patrons love the girls.” 

Service has been a big part of Julie Kruse- 
John’s life, growing up in a family of Marines. She 
is an area director and coach of American Legion 
Post 52 in Franklinton. 

“We like to have the girls really learn the 
history of The American Legion (and) respect for 
their country,” she says. “We want them to 
understand the fanfare before every game. Why 
do we hold the flag a certain way? Why are we 
doing the national anthem? Why do we do the 
prayers that we do? Why is that important, and 
exactly who are we playing for?” 


RAPID FIRE 


American Legion Post 187’s Kennedy 
Teasley pitches in a softball game 
between North Wake Post 187 

and South Wake Post 116 in Wake 
Forest, N.C., on June 14. 

Photo by Ben Mikesell 


Watch a video: legion.org/magazine 


On June 15, the team had a night off, so Kruse- 
John and members of Post 52 welcomed players 
to the post home for a flag-retirement ceremony. 

The event made a lasting impression on player 
Wynterlee Glenn, who does not come from a 
military family but plans to serve in the Army. 

“| liked the sounding of taps and the way they 
did the official ceremony,” she says. “It was cool.” 
Capozzi anticipates the league growing and 

helping launch players with higher aspirations. 
Several are already playing softball at Division | 
Universities such as North Carolina State. 

- Henry Howard 


Learn more about the North Carolina American 
Legion Lady Fastpitch Softball League: 
legionladyfastpitch@gmail.com 


American Legion Emblem Sales is now taking orders for 
1:64 scale and 1:18 scale replicas of the American Legion 
No. 48 Honda that Tony Kanaan drove for Chip Ganassi 
Racing to a 10th-place finish in the Indianapolis 500 on 
May 30. A portion of proceeds from sales fund American 

Legion programs that assist veterans and military families. 
legion.org/emblemsales 
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RAPID FIRE 


Photo by Lugas Cartér 


The American Legion Baseball World Series will 
take place Aug. 12-17 at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C. 
Follow all the tournament action on the American 
Legion World Series app, available in the App Store 
or Google Play Store. Watch the Aug. 16 semifinals 
starting at 4 p.m. Eastern, and the Aug. 17 
championship game starting at 6:30 p.m. Eastern, on 
ESPNU. Get the latest news at legion.org/baseballl. 


VETERANS & EDUCATION sy vacerie HEFFNER 


Retroactive reimbursement 
of Chapter 33 benefits 


Q: | completed my bachelor’s degree in 2014 using my 
Chapter 31 Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment 
(VR&E) benefits. In 2017, | inquired to VA about my 
Chapter 33 Post-9/11 GI Bill education benefits. 

VA sent me a letter stating | did not have any 
additional benefits since | already used 36 months’ 
worth for my bachelor’s degree. But last month, 

| received an email from VA affirming that | may have 
Chapter 33 benefits. | applied online again to 
ascertain if | was eligible. | received a Certificate of 
Eligibility that confirmed | now have 36 months of 
Chapter 33 full-time benefits. | am confused why I’m 
now eligible for these. 


A: Effective April 1, Veteran Readiness and Employment 
(or VR&E, formerly called Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Employment) does not limit the use of your Post-9/11 

GI Bill Benefits. This retroactive reimbursement is 
determined by VR&E since it calculates how many 
months were paid under Chapter 31. Once you applied, 
it was determined that you used 36 months of Chapter 
31, so now you are eligible for an additional 36 months 
of Chapter 33. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member 
of American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 
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Convention health 
guidelines updated 


Preparations for the 102nd American Legion 
National Convention, which starts Aug. 27 
in Phoenix, have developed in line with 
changing conditions around the COVID-19 
pandemic. In late June, the relaxation of 
previously announced health guidelines 
(Rapid Fire, July) was announced. 


WHAT'S CHANGED 


* The convention is now open to the public, 
as in the past. Contact your department 
adjutant for more information. 

« American Legion space in the Phoenix 
Convention Center (PCC) will not have 
room capacities or distancing 
requirements. Note: 

Distancing requirements 
remain for PCC common 
areas such as food 
courts and hallways. 

* Face masks are not 
required for vaccinated 
attendees. Note: Masks 
are still required for unvaccinated 
attendees, and Phoenix transportation, 
etc., still require them of everyone. 

¢ There will not be on-site temperature 
checks or health screenings at the PCC. 


WHAT HASN'T CHANGED 


* All attendees must sign a waiver to 
attend. 

« Attendees must pre-register with their 
department; walk-ins will not be 
permitted. 


All plans surrounding the convention remain 
subject to change. In addition, keep 
abreast of safety requirements, such as 
those on airline flights and in airports. 

Go to legion.org/convention for the latest 
updates, and legion.org for all the news 
from the 102nd National Convention. 


Note: The Arizona Grand hotel included in 
the convention hotel listings is more 
properly known as the Arizona Grand 
Resort & Spa. 


The Invention of the Year 


The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device 


The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches. 


Once in a lifetime, a product comes along that truly moves people. 


Introducing the future of | battery-powered personal transportation... The Zin ger. 


Throughout the ages, there have been many 
important advances in mobility. Canes, walkers, 
rollators, and scooters were created to help people 
with mobility issues get around and retain their 
independence. Lately, however, there haven't been 
any new improvements to these existing products or 
developments in this field. Until now. Recently, an 
innovative design engineer who's developed one of the 
world’s most popular products created a completely new 
breakthrough... a personal electric vehicle. It’s called the 
Zinger, and there is nothing out there quite like it. 


“What my wife especially loves is it gives her 
back feelings of safety and independence which 
has given a real boost to her confidence and 


happiness! Thank You!” ad 
—Kent C., California 


The first thing you'll notice about the Zinger is its 
unique look. It doesn't look like a scooter. Its sleek, 
lightweight yet durable frame is made with aircraft 
grade aluminum. It weighs only 47.2 Ibs but can handle 
a passenger that’s up to 275 Ibs! It features one-touch 


folding and unfolding— when folded it can be wheeled 
around like a suitcase and fits easily into a backseat 
or trunk. Then, there are the steering levers. They 
enable the Zinger to move forward, backward, turn 
ona dime and even pull right up to a table or desk. 
With its compact yet powerful motor it can go up to 6 
miles an hour and its rechargeable battery can go up 
to 8 miles on a single charge. With its low center of 
gravity and inflatable tires it can handle rugged terrain 
and is virtually tip-proof. Think about it, you can take 
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you don’t have to let 
mobility issues rule your life. 


Why take our word for it. You can try the Zinger out 
for yourself with our exclusive home trial. Call now, and 
find out how you can try out a Zinger of your very own. 
Zinger Chair® 
Call now and receive a utility basket 9 
absolutely FREE with your order. 


1-888-379-1427 


Please mention code 115126 when ordering. 


“—_ 
ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 


Rating of A+ 


The Zinger Chair is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor a wheelchair. Zinger is not intended for medical purposes 
to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2021 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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THE JOB FRONT sy wenovs. eneLow 
‘Snail mail’ résumés 
and other questions 


Quite often | receive emails from American Legion 
Magazine readers asking questions about job searching 
and careers. Many of the questions are similar, so I’m 
devoting this column to answering a few of them. 


What is the single most important thing about writing 
résumés, cover letters and LinkedIn profiles? 

Your objective! The professions and industries you are 
targeting should dictate everything you write, how you 
write it, how much emphasis you place on it, and where you 
position it in your documents. This is where résumé writing 
requires the most thought. If you're seeking a position 
similar to what you currently do, or most recently did, things 
are straightforward. Write a summary showcasing your 
most relevant qualifications and focus on the core 
responsibilities and achievements of your current job(s). 
Conversely, if you're looking for a position that taps into 
skills and experiences you gained years ago, your 
challenge is to bring those items to the forefront. 


Can you look for a job without knowing your objective? 
Can you write a résumé that will position you for many 
different opportunities? 

Yes and yes, but it is not recommended. Again, your 
objective should be the driving force of your search. When 
you're looking for this or that, it’s difficult for a hiring 
authority to determine who you are and the value you bring 
to their organization. 


Should you “snail mail” your résumé and letter toa 
prospective employer to stand out from the crowd? 
No! | recently spoke to a veteran who's 68 and wanted to 
submit his résumé the old-fashioned way so he’d get 
noticed. If you are potentially facing ageism in the 
workforce, the last thing you want is to come across as 
tech-unsavvy. Most business communication is done via 
email these days. 


Is there still ageism in the workforce? 

Unfortunately, yes. However, how we work has changed 
dramatically as a direct result of COVID-19. Prior to the 
pandemic, approximately 5% of the U.S. workforce worked 
remotely. As of February, that percentage had grown to 
57%. Combine that with the fact that we are shifting to a 
“gig” workplace where consulting, project and freelance 
work abound. Companies want to hire for an immediate 
need, not a lifelong commitment. As a result, the market is 
opening up in new ways for older candidates. 


Wendy Enelow is a master résumé writer, and the author of 
“Expert Résumé & LinkedIn Profiles for Managers & 
Executives” and other titles. wendy@wendyenelow.com 
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U.S. Army photo 


Shoes of the sentinels 


Sentinels at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier wear standard-issue military 
dress shoes that are built up a bit so the 
sole and heel are equal in height. 
According to the Society of the Honor 
Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
which this year is commemorating the 
sacred site’s 100th anniversary, the 
shoes allow sentinels to “stand with a 
straight back and perpendicular to the 
ground. A side effect of this is that the 
sentinel can ‘roll’ on the outside of the 
build-up walking down the mat. Done 
correctly, the hat and bayonet will 
appear to not bob up and down with 
each step. It gives a more formal, fluid 
and smooth look to the walk, rather 
than a marching appearance.” 

The soles of the shoes have steel- 
tipped toes and steel plates on the 
heels, which prevent wear on the soles 
and allow the sentinel to move smoothly 
during movements when turning to face 
the tomb and then back down the mat. 

The shoes also have what are known 
as “clickers” - steel shanks attached to 
the heel build-up. “It allows the sentinel 
to heel-click during certain movements,” 
the website tombguard.org explains. 

“A guard change is considered great 
when all the heel clicks fall together and 
sound as one click. The guard change is 
occasionally done in the ‘silent’ mode 
(as a sign of devotion to the Unknowns) 
with no voice commands - everything is 
done in relation to the heel clicks and on 
specific counts.” 

Learn more at tombguard.org. 


IF YOU'RE A VETERAN WEARING 
ADULT DIAPERS TO CONTROL 


URINARY INCONTINENCE, YOU 
ARE NOT ALONE 


Did you know that 18% or almost 
twice as many men with military 


service experience urinary wy pee) , = 
; : N 2 
incontinence? \4 o 

¥ 100% ¥ = 


injury while serving our country, 

Men's Liberty™ can help you get out of 
absorbent products, condom catheters or 
pads and start living your life without letting 
incontinence get in your way. 


If you're a veteran looking for w 4 = 

urinary incontinence solutions as re ee 

for daily leaks or as a result of an = ae 
‘ 


I! can keep doing what | want to do, without having to worry about running to 
the bathroom or changing my clothes. It'sa Godsend. | —Johnin Michigan 


Confidence. Regain your freedom & mobility. 


Men's Liberty is a life-changing solution. One unit keeps you dry for up to 
24 hours. This patented and proprietary external collection device for men 
ends dependency on adult absorbent briefs, pads and condom catheters — 
making embarrassing accidents a thing of the past! 


Dependable - more than 5 million have been used. 


Until Men’s Liberty, men with urinary incontinence faced only uncomfortable 
choices. Men’s Liberty will keep you dry and comfortable both day and night. 


Comfortable - discreet, non-invasive. 
Men's Liberty is external and non-invasive. The proprietary design fits most 
anatomy and flexes as you move. One unit will keep you dry day and night. 
Affordable - available to most for little to no out-of-pocket cost.** 


Adult diapers can cost up to $200 a month when used regularly. Men’s 
Liberty is covered by Medicare, VA/TriCare and over 3,000 insurance plans. We 
handle all paperwork, claims and billing your insurance or Medicare provider. 
If you're ready to save thousands of dollars a year, get your insurance card 
and give us a call today. 


Call Today and Receive a Free Week's Supply 
with your First Order! 


1-833-501-7581 
Men's EES 


www.MensLiberty.com/AL2021 MADE IN USA 


*Free weeks supply is shipped after your first full order and requires a doctor's authorization and qualification. **Patient is 
responsible for payments not made by Medicare or Insurance including co-pays and deductibles. Some restrictions and 
conditions apply. 


8 out of 10 buyers choose 
Generac Home Standby 
Generators to automatically 
provide electricity to their homes 
during power outages. GENERAC 
Home Standby Generators start at 
just $1,999" 


CALL for FREE Generator 
Buyer’s Guide and get... 


GENERAC () 


*Price does not include installation. domestic and foreign pats 


ree @ 7 7-200-6182 


FreeGeneratorGuide.com 


USS ARIZONA 
MEMORIAL GARDENS 
AT SALT RIVER 


fA 
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A place to 
remember. 


imams | A place to 
ES! reflect. 


aun @ 


Learn more: 888.979.5010 
USSArizonaSaltRiver.com 


Proudly located 
in the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community, 
Arizona 
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To honor the French Resistance 


Recently retired U.S. Special 
Forces Cpt. Joseph Ivanov, a 
member of The American Legion, 
was in Normandy on June 5 to 
dedicate a dream come true: 

a monument to honor members 
of the French Resistance, whose 
secret operations were vital to 
Allied victory in Europe during 
World War Il. 

Conceived by Ivanov, the 
Normandy French Resistance 
Monument was dedicated in 
Sainte-Marie-Du-Mont on the 
77th anniversary of the first 
Allied Jedburgh teams jumping 
into German-occupied France. 
The statue depicts three demographics of 
underground French resisters: an adult guerrilla, a 
young boy on a bicycle, and a woman. The project 
was supported by Operation Democracy of Locust 


Cay E 


Photo by Kaye Weninger 


Valley, N.Y., which also works with 
The American Legion. 

“Within this monument is French 
perseverance, grit and ingenuity, 
as the man, woman and child 
work together beyond the tears, 
the sweat, the famine, to 
guarantee their liberation,” 
Operation Democracy President 
Kaye Weninger said at the 
dedication. “When | first spoke 
with Cpt. Joey Ivanov, | thought 
he was caring, ambitious and out 
of his mind. But over the last 10 
months, | have seen this 
passionate soldier defy all odds.” 

She said the pandemic did not 
stop Ivanov from raising funds to accomplish his 
goal of remembering those who served in the 
French Resistance, some of whom were at the 
ceremony to see their legacy immortalized. 


A special challenge for Legion Riders 


American Legion Rider Thomas Mowbray of 
Tennessee had an idea to offer a special challenge 
within The American Legion's 100 Miles for Hope. 
The National Riders Advisory Committee agreed, 
leading to the 100 Miles for Hope Riders Challenge. 

“While the Legacy Scholarship Fund will always be 
our primary fundraiser, the (American Legion 
Veterans & Children Foundation) is a wonderful 
charity that has our full support,” says Mark Clark, 
committee chairman. “Our riders are excited about 
this new opportunity to support our nation’s 
disabled veterans and military families who are 
struggling.” 

All proceeds from the 100 Miles challenge, and the 
Riders Challenge, go to V&CF. Both are open until 
Sept. 6. Riders chapters and individual members can 
aim for different tier levels with a variety of rewards. 

To participate, Riders register through the Kilter 
app. Registration is $20, but those already signed up 
for 100 Miles for Hope do not need to do so again. If 
you have already signed up for 100 Miles for Hope, 
email friends@kilterrewards.com. 

When you register, place yourself in your chapter. 
If the chapter is not listed, email friends@ 
kilterrewards.com to create it. 

- Henry Howard 
legion.org/100miles 
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CHAPTERS 

Tier 1 - Chapter rides 500 minutes and 
accumulates $500 in donations. Incentive: 
Downloadable certificate from national 
commander. 

Tier 2 - Chapter rides 1,000 minutes and 
accumulates $1,000 in donations. Incentive: 
Small plaque signed by national commander. 
Tier 3 - Chapter rides 1,500 minutes and 
accumulates $1,500 in donations. Incentive: 
Large plaque signed by national commander. 


INDIVIDUALS 

Chairman's Challenge - Member rides 100 
minutes and accumulates $100 in donations. 
Incentive: Downloadable certificate from Riders 
chairman. 

Commander's Challenge - Member rides 250 
minutes and accumulates $250 in donations. 
Incentive: Downloadable certificate from 
national commander. 


© 2021 Boom Supersonic 


Return of 
supersonic 
travel 


United Airlines plans to 
purchase 15 supersonic jetliners 
by the end of the decade, 
reviving supersonic commercial 
travel after a hiatus of more 
than 20 years. 

As The Wall Street Journal 
reports, the plan calls for 
Denver-based Boom Technology 
to supply the high-speed 
passenger jets. Boom reports 
that its Overture jet will be 
capable of flying at Mach 1.7, 
reducing the flight time 
between London and United's 
hub in Newark, N.J., to three- 
and-a-half hours from over six 
hours, and cut the journey from 
San Francisco to Tokyo to six 
hours from over 10 hours. 

“Boom hopes to fly a scaled- 
down prototype later this year 
or early in 2022, with the 
full-size, 88-seat version 
targeted to carry passengers by 
2029," the Journal reports. 


Census winners 
and losers 


Losing House seats: 
California (-1), Illinois (-1), 
Michigan (-1), New York (-1), 
Ohio (-1), Pensylvania (-1), 
West Virginia (-1) 


Gaining House seats: 
Texas (+2), Colorado (+1), 
Florida (+1), Montana (+1), 
North Carolina (+1), 
Oregon (+1) 


Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Illinois Policy Institute 


Cool Comfort 
oa ee ene 


Massaging 
Nodules 
Help 
Stimulate 


Easy Sits 
On/Off Style = 


| Slip-Resistant 
Soles 


Ladies’ 


VENTILATED DESIGN 
Helps Keep Feet Dry & 
Comfortable 


Feather-light acupressure massaging clogs have strategically placed nodules that massage and 
stimulate pressure points with every step. Acupressure is believed to help overall health by 
increasing circulation. Easy slip on/slip off clog style with ventilated design allows air to circulate, 
keeping moisture to a minimum and your feet dry and comfortable. Fashion import made of man- 
made materials, available for both men and women. Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


FREE SHIPPING S / \\ : $ +.( ( was $1695 


when buying 2 or more pairs 


Now $4 299 


Connect With Us @ DreamProducts.com 


Enter Your E-Mail Address & SAVE 10% 


Off Your Next Order (web offers May Vary) 


Order Now M-F 6am-1am CST 
Toll-Free: 1 -800-530-2689 S-S 6am-9pm CST 
*We may be required to collect sales tax. Please visit DreamProducts.com 
FAQ page if you need more information. 


i Item #370024 - Cool Comfort Clogs Indicate Qty Under Size} UW VISA U American Express 


: ane Exp. Date 
‘| Ladies’ [5 (1190)] 6 (603) | 7 (605) | 8 (607) | 9 (609) | 10 (255) | “MasterCard =O Discover®/NOVUS*Cards 7 
‘| #1076 Card# 
!T men’s | 8 (507) | 9 (609) | 10 (256) | 11 (613)| 12 (615) |13 (1715) | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 
1) #1075 ' 
Pr(s) Cool Comfort Clogs @ $12.99 pr.| $ Name 
Shipping Add $4.95 for 1st pair $ 
FREE Shipping when buying 2 or more pairs Address 
Add $2.99 Handling (No Matter How Many Pairs Ordered)| $ 2.99 Cit ST zi 
H QO) Vv PRIORITY PROCESSING (optional) aes P 
H Add An Additional $2.95 l ; 
(Receive anes Say receipt of order) Daytime Phone # 
*Add applicable State & Local SALES TAX| $ Email 
1g Please Print Clearly Total} $ 
1D Source To receive this offer on the web, you 
He Send ont to Dream Erocucte, Ale tream rane, Code 9999 | must input the source code when ordering { 
.0. , , 


RAPID FIRE 


SS FOCUS ON FINANCES 27 J... MoNTANARO 


USAA' 


Now’s the time to revisit your tax strategy 


There's a lot of talk about taxes right now - 
specifically, the potential for tax increases as well 
as expansion of the child tax credit. Benjamin 
Franklin said that nothing is certain but death and 
taxes. While | agree that taxes are a certainty, the 
when, who and how much are ever-changing. Does 
your current approach to taxes match today’s new 
normal? Here are six questions to ask in a self- 
assessment: 


Where do | stand with investment income? An 
increase in capital-gains taxes and/or the hit on 
other investment income, like dividends, could have 
you looking for more tax-efficient investment 
options. Exchange-traded funds or tax-exempt 
municipal bonds come to mind. The timing of sales 
(or sales themselves) may be more crucial in your 
planning to accommodate an increase in capital- 
gains taxes. Business as usual may leave you with 
less. Examine your portfolio for opportunities with 
an eye on what you keep, not just what you make. 


Am | making the most of today’s tax brackets? It 
pays (literally) to understand the setup of our 
progressive tax system. Using the tax brackets to 
guide your plans for retirement plan or IRA 
conversions, voluntary withdrawals or - if you are 
still saving - choice of appropriate type of 
retirement plan can save you money. 


Am | leveraging any windfall? Expanded child tax 
credit checks are arriving in bank accounts. Don’t 
squander this opportunity. Be purposeful with any 
additional income that comes your way by paying 
down debt, building savings or investing for other 
goals. 
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Is my account selection still on point? If you're 
trying to select the right tax-advantaged account 
or type of bond for your non-retirement account, 
what works best today may not make as much 
sense later. Changes to your income that could put 
you in a higher tax bracket or modifications in the 
tax laws can all work to generate a different 
answer to what makes the most sense. 


Should I hedge my bets? When it comes to saving 
for retirement, using a combination of tax-free 
(Roth), pre-tax (traditional) and currently taxable 
(non-retirement) accounts could provide you tax 
advantages today and further down the road. 


How much will | appreciate tax-free? I'm often 
asked whether a traditional or Roth account makes 
more sense. It’s a bit like the question, “Should | 
pay off my home or invest with extra income?” The 
answer “it depends” works for both. In both 
situations - getting to retirement without a 
mortgage or with a source of tax-free income - you 
will eventually be very happy with the answer and 
actions that got you there. 


However you feel about the changing tax 
landscape, have a well-thought-out plan. As the 
late Ann Landers said, “A person doesn’t know 
how much they have to be thankful for until they 
must pay taxes on it.” 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA, The American Legion’s preferred provider of 
financial services. Submit questions for him online. 


legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


Seabees build heritage desks 


Vice President Kamala Harris is using a new desk made of materials from 

historic U.S. warships and constructed by the Naval Construction 

Battalions, the Daily Mail reports. Harris’ desk is made of wood, copper 

and nails taken from USS Constitution, a ship commissioned by President 
George Washington in 1794. The desk’s pen tray was crafted from a 
piece of USS Arizona. 

Construction of the vice president's desk, a desk for the Navy 
secretary, a desk in the office of the chief of naval operations and a 
desk in the office of naval reactors was approved during the 
administration of President Donald Trump. In each case, the Seabees 
used materials from U.S. maritime history to build the final product. 

The desks are the property of the Navy and will be available for 
future vice presidents and Navy secretaries to use. 


Minutes 


A newly improved version of America’s best-selling male 
supplement gives 70-year-old men the results they enjoyed 


in their 30’s. 

America’s best-selling male 
performance enhancer just got a 
lot better. 


It’s the latest breakthrough 
for nitric oxide - the molecule 
that makes pleasure possible 
by increasing blood flow right 
throughout your body. 


Nitric oxide won the Nobel 
Prize in 1998. It’s why “the lit- 
tle blue pill” works. More than 
200,000 studies confirm it’s the 
key to performance. 


And this new discovery in- 
creases nitric oxide availability 
resulting in even quicker, stron- 
ger and longer-lasting pleasure. 


One double-blind, pla- 
cebo-controlled study (the 
“gold-standard” of research) 
involved a group of 70-year-old- 
men. 


They didn’t exercise. They 
didn’t eat healthy. And research- 
ers reported their “nitric oxide 
availability was almost total- 
ly compromised,” resulting in 
HALF the blood flow of a man 
in his peak. 


But only five minutes after 
the first dose their blood flow 
increased 275%, back to levels 
of a perfectly healthy 31-year-old 
man! “It’s amazing,” remarks 
nitric oxide expert Dr. Al Sears. 
“That’s like giving 70-year-old 
men the power of 30-year-olds.” 


WHY SO MUCH 
EXCITEMENT? 


Despite the billions men 
spend annually on older nitric 
oxide therapies, there’s one well- 
known problem with them. 


They don’t always work. 


A world renown physician ex- 
plains why. He’s studied nitric 
oxide for over 43 years. He is the 
physician-in-chief at a noteable 
hospital in Boston. He says a 
“deficiency of bioactive nitric ox- 


ADVERTISEMENT 


5th Generation Nitric Oxide 
Breakthrough Proven in 
Clinical Trials to Restore 
Maximum Blood Flow in 5 


ide... leads to impaired endothe- 
lium-dependent vasorelaxation.” 


In plain English, these older 
products may increase levels of 
nitric oxide. But that’s only half 
the battle. If it’s not bioactively 
available then your body can’t 
absorb it and won’t perform. 


Experts simply call it the nitric 
oxide “glitch.” And until now, 
there’s never been a solution. 


5th GENERATION NITRIC 
OXIDE FORMULA FLYING 
OFF SHELVES 


Upon further research, Amer- 
ica’s No. 1 men’s health expert 
Dr. Al Sears discovered certain 
nutrients fix this “glitch” result- 


ing in 275% better blood flow. 


He’s combined those nutrients 
with proven nitric oxide boosters 
in a new formula called Primal 
Max Red. In clinical trials, 5,000 
mg is required for satisfying per- 
formance. Primal Max Red con- 
tains a bigger, 9,000 mg per serv- 
ing dose. It’s become so popular, 
he’s having trouble keeping it in 
stock. 


Dr. Sears is the author of more 
than 500 scientific papers. Thou- 
sands of people listened to him 
speak at the recent Palm Beach 
Health & Wellness Festival fea- 
turing Dr. Oz. NFL Hall of Fame 
quarterback Joe Namath visited 
his clinic, the Sears Institute for 
Anti-Aging Medicine. 


Primal Max Red has only been 
available for a few months — but 
everyone who takes it reports a 
big difference. “I have the energy 
to perform three times in one day, 
WOW! That has not happened in 
years. Oh, by the way I am 62,” 
says Jonathan K. from Birming- 
ham, AL. 


HOW IT WORKS 


Loss of staying power starts 
with your blood vessels. Specif- 
ically, the inside layer called the 


endothelium where nitric oxide 
is made. 


The problem is various factors 
thicken your blood vessels as 
you age. This blocks availability 
causing the nitric oxide “glitch.” 
The result is difficulty in getting 
and sustaining healthy blood 
flow. 


How bad is the problem? 


Researcher shows the typical 
40-year-old man absorbs 50% 
less nitric oxide. At 50, that drops 
to 25%. And once you pass 60 
just a measly 15% gets through. 


To make matters worse, nitric 
oxide levels start declining in 
your 30s. And by 70, nitric oxide 
production is down an alarming 
75%. 


Primal Max Red is the first 
formula to tackle both problems. 
Combining powerful nitric oxide 
boosters and a proven delivery 
mechanism that defeats the nitric 
oxide “glitch” resulting in 275% 
better blood flow. There’s not 
enough space here to fully ex- 
plain how it works, so Dr. Sears 
will send anyone who orders Pri- 
mal Max Red a free special report 
that explains everything. 


MORE CLINICAL 
RESULTS 


Nutrients in Primal Max Red 
have logged impressive results. 


In a Journal of Applied Physi- 
ology study, one resulted in a 30 
times MORE nitric oxide. And 
these increased levels lasted up to 
12 hours. 


“IT measured my nitric oxide 
levels, you can buy a test kit from 
Amazon,” reports 48-year-old Jeff 
O. “Monday night I showed de- 
pleted.” 


Then he used ingredients in 
Primal Max Red and, “The results 
were off the charts. I first woke 
around 3 a.m. on Tuesday ready 


A new discovery that increases nitric oxide availability was recently 
proven in a clinical trial to boost blood flow 275% resulting in even 
quicker, stronger and longer-lasting performance. 


to go. My nitric oxide levels mea- 
sured at the top end of the range.” 


FREE BONUS 
TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 


Every order also gets Dr. Sears 
testosterone boosting formula 
Primal Max Black for free. 


“Tf you want passionate plea- 
sure you had in your younger 
days, you need nitric oxide to get 
you going. And testosterone for 
energy and drive,” says Dr. Sears. 
“You get both with Primal Max 
Red and Primal Max Black.” 


HOW TO GET 
PRIMAL MAX 


To secure free bottles of Pri- 
mal Max Black and get the 
hot, new Primal Max Red for- 
mula, buyers should contact 
the Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-906-4472 within the next 
48 hours. “It’s not available in 
drug stores yet,” says Dr. Sears. 
“The Hotline allows us to ship di- 
rectly to the customer.” 


Dr. Sears feels so strongly about 
Primal Max, all orders are backed 
by a 100% money-back guaran- 
tee. “Just send me back the bottle 
and any unused product with- 
in 90 days from purchase date, 
and I’ll send you all your money 
back,” he says. 


Free matching supply of bot- 
tles of Primal Max Black...buy 
one jar of red get a free bottle 
of black...the more you buy the 
more you save. Call 1-800-906- 
4472 to secure your limited sup- 
ply of Primal Max Red and free 
bottles of Primal Max Black. 
You don’t need a prescription, 
and those who call in the first 
24 hours qualify for a signifi- 
cant discount. Use Promo Code 
AMLPMX721 when you call in. 
Lines are frequently busy, but all 
calls will be answered. 


THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS 
MAY VARY IF YOU HAVE A MEDICAL CONDITION OR ARE TAKING ANY DRUGS, CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR BEFORE USE. ALL STUDIES PERFORMED WERE INDEPENDENT AND THIRD PARTY.) 


COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, e-mail reunions@legion.org or submit 
information online at legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are free. 

Notices will remain online until the final day 
of the reunion. Upon submission, allow three 
months for your reunion to be published in 
print. Due to the large number of reunions, 
The American Legion Magazine will publisha 
group's listing twice a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


Other notices 

“In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos 
or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must include 
the name of the unit from which you seek people, 
the time period and the location, as well as a 
contact name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are free. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 
memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. 


JOINT 


317th Trp Carrier/Airlift Wing, Abilene, TX, 
10/7-10, Jim Timmons, (443) 844-4711, jimtO708@ 
aol.com; 366th Sec Police Sqdn K-9 (Da Nang 
AB, Vietnam), San Antonio, 9/28-10/3, Steven 
Luz, (209) 581-1922, steveng7963@yahoo.com; 
AF Undergraduate Pilot Tng (UPT) Class 68D, 
Fairborn, OH, 10/12-15, Jerry Vance, (614) 316- 
0852, jerry.vance@yahoo.com; Assn of Former 
OSI Special Agents, New Orleans, 9/15-19, John 
Perryman, (410) 610-7591, muffin@primary.net; 
B-52 Stratofortress Assn & B-52 Monument 
Dedication, Dayton, OH, 9/9-12, Stephen Miller, 
(360) 663-2521, thereunionbrat@hotmail.com; 
Project Speckled Trout, Pensacola, FL, 10/8-9, 
John Foley, (757) 256-6854, aufsu1@gmail.com 


ARMY 


9th Inf 3rd Bde 5th of 60th Bravo Co 3rd Pit 
(1969-1970), Red Wing, MN, 9/28-30, Dennis 
Evenson, (605) 520-2111, shkid@itctel.com; 24th 
Inf Div, Hinesville/Fort Stewart, GA, 8/25-28, 
Jack Johnson, (816) 305-4571, jackjohnson@ 
embarqmail.com; 56th Trans Co (ADS), Branson, 
MO, 10/21-24, Joe Perchetti, (609) 440-1397, 
jperchetti@aol.com; 76th Eng, Lebanon, TN, 
8/26-28, Richard Cerone, (207) 647-3877, 
rfcerone@gmail.com; 79th Inf Div, 314th & 315th 
Inf Rgts, Charleston, SC, 10/21-24, Tommy Howe, 
(301) 475-2716, thowe50@gmail.com; 167th Sig 
Co (RR), South Portland, ME, 10/10-14, Chuck 
Widener, (309) 547-2579, catwide53@gmail. 
com; ASA Okinawa, Columbus, GA, 9/15-19, Gary 
Duenow, (319) 360-6590, thedue60@yahoo.com; 
B Co 504th MP Bn, Pleiku MP Assn, Washington, 
DC, 10/14-18, Harry Yates, (505) 865-7359; Battle 
of the Bulge WWII, Charleston, SC, 10/21-25, 
Barbara Mooneyhan, (803) 318-1184, 
mooneyhanbj@aol.com; D/2/16, 1st Inf Div 
(1967-1970), Topeka, KS, 9/9-11, Don Dignan, 
(734) 525-0157, dondignan@sbcglobal.net; HHB 
1/36th FA (Augsburg, Germany, 1972-1977), 
Milwaukee, 8/18-21, John Carrick, (989) 415- 
8534, carjoja@yahoo.com; Nat'l 4th (IVY) Div 
Assn, Arlington, VA, 8/8-14, Rusty Armstrong, 
(414) 630-2484, ivyleaveseditor@gmail.com; 
Pathfinders, Fort Benning, GA, 9/12-18, Dean 
Nelson, (970) 443-3658, nelent@aol.com 


LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 
FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 


VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 


WEB SITE: www.Military VetsPX.com 
CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


2) 
6 
<x 
re 
0) 
fo) 
a 


SAHOLVd 


58 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 


Graves Registration/Mortuary Affairs/97M/ 
57F, Somerset, PA, 9/30-10/2, Diana Redlinski, 
(585) 654-7258, dlliberti@frontiernet.net; Hornet 
& Constellation CV 8, CV/CVA/CVS 12 & CVA/ 
CV 64, Louisville, KY, 10/25-30, Sandy Burket, 
(814) 312-4976, hornetcva@aol.com 


MARINES 


26th Mar Assn - Rgt, MEU & Supporting Units 
(All Eras), San Diego, 9/30-10/4, Sonny Hollub, 
(512) 825-4730, sonnyusmc@gmail.com; B Co 
8th Tank Bn 4th Mar Div (USMC Reserve, 

Opn Desert Shield/Desert Storm, 1990-1991), 
Syracuse, NY, 10/8-9, Phillip Modesti, 
pmodesti19@gmail.com 


NAVY 


Altair AKS 32/AK 257, Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/20- 
24, Bruce Davis, (321) 278-8068, bandedavis@ 
bellsouth.net; Corry DD/DDR 817, Warwick, RI, 
9/30-10/3, Richard Barnier, (630) 202-2285, rich. 
barnier@gmail.com; Ernest G. Small DD/DDR 
838, Rapid City, SD, 9/30-10/3, Judi Pearson, 
(501) 944-4472, judi_pearson@msn.com; 
Galveston CLG 3, South Portland, ME, 9/21-25, 
Bob Bakos, (412) 882-1591, robjan714@comcast. 
net; HS-3 Tridents, Branson, MO, 9/21-23, Bob 
Collins, (757) 345-0267, hs_3_tridents_assoc@ 
yahoo.com; John Marshall SSBN/SSN 611, 
Orlando, FL, 9/3-5, Dave Cosgrove, (757) 876- 
8167, subdude.dave@gmail.com; Klondike AD/ 
AR 22, Philadelphia, 9/10-13, Dennis Case, (309) 
299-0275, dennislcase@gmail.com; Leyte CV/ 
CVA/CVS 32, Baltimore, 9/16-19, John Mitchell, 
(480) 239-9555, 1016coney@gmail.com; Lloyd 
Thomas DD/DDE 764, Dayton, OH, 9/28-10/2, 
Scott Sheffer, (412) 951-0588, lloydthomas@ 
atlanticbb.net; Mansfield DD 728, Branson, 
MO, 11/3-10, Mike Backlund, (507) 514-1768, 
mike728@mycci.net; Mountrail APA 213, Biloxi, 
MS, 9/30-10/4, Don DiCoio, (973) 725-1974, 
dicoio44@aol.com; Nat'l Chief Petty Officers 
Assn (NCPOA), Las Vegas, 10/10-15, Robert 
McCauley, (702) 242-4240, bobmccauley2@ 
cox.net; PBR Forces Veterans Assn, San Diego, 
10/20-23, Jim Wood, (815) 474-8769, jwoods@ 


THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 
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Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
American Legion department service officer for 
information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for 
Legionnaires who served as department 
commanders or national officers. 


hwts.com; Saratoga, Mobile, AL, 10/20-24, 

Bill Lack, (513) 315-2251, williamlack@gmail. 
com; Sunfish SSN 649, Branson, MO, 6/23-27, 
Steve & Penny Moreau, (413) 320-9221; Tin Can 
Sailors Texas Bull Session, San Antonio, 10/9, 
Noel Osborn, (210) 602-6012; Valcour AVP 55/ 
AGF 1, San Antonio, 10/3-7, Robert O'Brien, 

(516) 326-7587, obrienrj1912@hotmail.com or 
vgrimm@satx.rr.com; Vance DER 387, Norfolk, 
VA, 9/19-24, Jim Ensey, (410) 442-9839, nununz@ 
verizon.net; VAW-12, Pensacola, FL, 10/25-28, 
Dick Bray, (585) 576-0595, leighbray@hotmail. 
com; VXE-6 Antarctic Development Sqd 6, 
Herndon, VA, 9/29-10/3, Jeff Homewood, (301) 
904-9574, homewood20@live.com; Whetstone 
LSD 27, Bardstown, KY, 9/23-26, Kay Goble, (239) 
768-1449, mariongoble@comcast.net 


IN SEARCH OF 


3rd Msl Bn 32nd Arty (Fort Sill, OK, 1961-1962), 
Herb Haschkamp, (320) 632-5322 

19th MP Bn 4th Inf Div (Fort Carson, CO, Aug- 
Sept 1973), Steve Fosness, (507) 230-1532, 
stevefosness@gmail.com 

45th Finance Disbursing Sect (Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, 1959-1963), Eugene Demers, (203) 
565-1869, ewd19wv@aol.com 

92nd Cav Recon - Mecz (WWII), Bill Vosseler, 
(610) 558-2163, hellcatnews@yahoo.com 

119th Armd Eng Bn (WWII), Bill Vosseler, (610) 
558-2163, hellcatnews@yahoo.com 

655th Truck Co (Camp McCoy, WI, 1950-1952), 
Robert Holley, (334) 898-1439 

867th FA Bn A Btry (Neckarsulm, Germany, 
1953-1956), James Degnan, (661) 294-0256, 
my4cam@aol.com 

C Btry 2nd Bn 17th FA Rgt (Vietnam), Jeff 
Wilcox, (616) 581-9659, wilcoxjsw1@att.net 

CVG-21, VA-212 Line Crew (Moffett Field, CA, 
1956-1958), Joe Lee, (678) 458-0463 

Leary DD/DDR 879 (1945-1974), Al Redden, 
(308) 530-1284, alshr@allophone.com 

Pickaway APA 222 (1954-1957), Eldon “Sonny” 
Glass, (319) 233-2124, deg18279@gmail.com 

Radio Relay Pit Comm Co H@ Bn 3rd Mar Div 
(Dong Ha, Vietnam, Apr 1968-Sept 1969), Rick 
Boisselle, (321) 225-8442, rboisselle@snet.net 


TAPS 


William E. Finch, Dept. of Oklahoma. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1997-1998, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1993- 
2008, Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1983-1985, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
2007-2009 and Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1986-1993. 

Jim Willis, Dept. of Oregon. Dept. Cmdr. 
2016-2017, Nat'l Cemetery Cmte. Consultant 
2006-2014, Nat'l Citizens Flag Alliance Dept. 
Chmn. 2004-2005, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 2019-2021, Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cmsn. Memb. 2003-2006, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 2014-2021 and Nat'l Youth Cadet Law 
Enforcement Cmte. Memb 2016-2021. 


TURN UNCERTAINTY INTO 


FOR FAMILIES IN NEED 


THE Apepiens LEGION 
VETERANS & CHILDREN | 
FOUNDATION f 


DONATE TODAY 
— gh 
legion.org/VCF 


America’s Original 


Field ey Brush Mower... 


“ “a 
Mow grass up | 
to 8' high 
Cut brush up 
to 3" thick 
Engines up 
to 22 HP 
Decks up to 


34" wide oe \ ) a DR*® BurnCage” 
Power steering auc Stainless steel design 


Light, durable, portable, folds flat 
for storage 


A ; Perforated construction maximizes 
\ A | POWERED by h ; ze 5 : 2 wy airflow 
NDA. é 


Traps embers and burns more 
thoroughly 


a Cine 
Ay TEREE EASY 
o 4 SHIPPING FINANCING Request your FREE PRODUCT CATALOG 
Some limitations apply. Go call for details. Online or Toll-Free at 800-731-0257 


PARTING SHOTS 


Exaggerations went up by 
a million percent last year. 


WHILE FISHING off the Florida coast, 

a tourist capsized his boat. He could 

swim, but his fear of alligators kept him 
clinging to the overturned craft. Spotting 
an old beachcomber standing on the shore, 
the tourist shouted, “There any gators 
around here?” 

“Naw,” the man hollered back, “they ain’t 
been around for years!” 

Feeling safe, the tourist started to swim 
toward the shore. About halfway there he asked 
the guy, “How’d you get rid of the gators?” 

“We didn’t do nothin,” the beachcomber said. 
“The sharks got ’em.” 


I THREW a ball for my dog. I know it’s a little 
extravagant, but it’s his birthday, and he looks 
great in a dinner jacket. 


WHY DO WE tell actors to break a leg? Because 
every play has a cast. 


WHAT SOUND does a nut make when it 
sneezes? Cashew! 

I JUST SAW a burglar kicking his own door in. 
IT asked him what he was doing, and he said he 
was working from home. 


“Why is it that all the good guys 
are either taken or extinct?” 


AN OLDER MAN, not in the best physical 


condition, asked a trainer in the gym, “I want vv YS 


to impress that beautiful girl over there. 


Which machine should I use?” | SHEEZ. T HOPE THEY 
The trainer replied, “The ATM outside.” LiKe PICTURES OF DIRT, 


A REPEAT OFFENDER was brought before 
the judge, who said, “Haven't I seen you in 
here several times before? And didn’t I tell you 
I never wanted to see you in here again?” 

The offender replied, “Yes, your honor, that’s 
exactly what I told the officer, but he insisted 
IT come anyway!” 


“RIGHT NOW I’m having amnesia and déja 


vu at the same time ... | think I’ve forgotten 
this before.” - Steven Wright 


60 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE AUGUST 2021 


New Unlimited All-New 9 7 
Talk & Text for $1929/mo. lively smart 


Data plans as low as $242, 


—<—<— 


ca ™ Our simplest 
waa SMartphone ever. 


FROM THE MAKERS OF JITTERBUG® 


The Lively” Smart is our simplest smartphone with a simple 
menu, large screen and exclusive health and safety services. 


EASY Everything you wantto do, from texting oe 


and taking pictures, to emailing and getting S 48 
directions, is organized ina single list on one 1 / = 
screen with large, legible letters. Plus, Voice 

Typing makes writing emails and texts effortless. 


SMART Turn your Lively Smart into a personal safety 
device with our Urgent Response Service and exclusive 
health apps. 


AFFORDABLE Lively has a variety of plans with data 
starting as low as *1748 per month. Compared to other 
cell phone companies, you could save over $300 per year. 


Powered by the nation’s most New Unlimited Talk 
reliable wireless network. & Text for $199/mo* 


NO LONG-TERM Data plans as low as $242 
CONTRACTS To order or learn more, call 


No cancellation fees 1.800.324.0736 


100% U.S.-based live customer | 


] 
| Nolong-term | Keep your current Nohidden | Affordable, | 
| contracts phone number service and technical support | monthly fees | flexible plans 
| 
° " Available in-store BEST B9JRITE : 
lively | or online at: BUY... AID lively.com/smart 


“Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. A data plan is required for the Lively Smart. Plans and services may require purchase 
of a Lively device and a one-time setup fee of $35. $300 savings calculation based on comparing the lowest monthly fees published for the nation’s top major wireless carriers. Date of last 
calculation for the $300 claim of March 2021. Urgent Response or 9-1-1 calls can be made only when cellular service is available. Urgent Response service tracks an approximate location of 
the device when the device is turned on and connected to the network. Lively does not guarantee an exact location. Urgent Response is only available with the purchase of a Health & Safety 
Package. Consistently rated the most reliable network and best overall network performance in the country by IHS Markit’s RootScore Reports. LIVELY and JITTERBUG are trademarks of Best 
Buy and its affiliated companies. ©2021 Best Buy. All rights reserved. 
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GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 


ey om je 5S Oss & 
. ; 4) 
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KKK KKK KK KK 


en "IV NN NEALED WADE 
SSOLUTELY NO DEALER MARK UP! 


eginning today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders 

on a first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one ounce 
$50 Gold American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for 
Americans to protect their wealth and hedge against inflation and 
global uncertainty. This offer is for new customers only. There 


m * is a Strict limit of one coin per household, per lifetime. Nationwide 
has set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible price of 
only $1,800.00* each. There are no mark ups, no premiums, and 
no dealer fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the Ameri- 

9 can public’s transition into the safety of gold. 


Global turmoil, an overpriced stock market, and the recent gold correction make this the perfect time to move into 
gold. Everyday citizens make the decision to move away from a declining dollar and the dangers of Wall Street toward 
iio stave’ the safety of gold. Call today to order your one ounce $50 Gold American Eagle at dealer cost. 


Trustpilot KKK ** Rated “EXCELLENT” 


<Q __ATCOST, ABSOLUTELY NO DEALER MARK UPI CALL NOW! 


ONE OUNCE $50. 
AG AMERICAN EAY 


.S. ARMED FORK 
aa 


AT NATIONWIDE COIN & BULLION RESERVE WE GUARANTEE THAT YOUR 
—p?), _ FIRST PURCHASE OF ONE $50 GOLD AMERICAN EAGLE WILL ALWAYS BE 
i! | / 4 AT COST AND COMPLETELY FREE OF ANY DEALER MARK UP. 

We cannot extend this invitation to the entire public. Hopefully, the 
lucky few who receive this offer will take advantage of this rare 
Opportunity to learn about the safety in gold diversification. 


fee. financial experts predict the gold market to continue in the same pattern witnessed over the last 
year. Due to ongoing international uncertainty, the price of gold is predicted to skyrocket. This may be your 
final opportunity to buy gold below $2,000 an ounce. Contact NATIONWIDE COINS today to take advantage of 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own gold completely free of any and all dealer fees. CALL NOW! 


absolutely no dealer mark up 


> AT COST OFFER 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
on la HASSLE FREE A pi available for orders Af 
no = or hassle sales of $50,000 or more 


MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING 


Af > FREE SHIPPING 
& Insurance on all coins 


NATIONWIDE @= 1- 500- ri 7763 TSA SINTER 
COIN & BULLION RESERVE . = 

“Advertised price at time of printing. Ad creation date 6/17/2021. Actual price may be higher or lower due to fluctuations in the gold market. Call for lowest At-Cost price. Nationwide Coins has the lowest 
advertised price for $50 Gold American Eagles in the industry. We will match any other verified offer of the advertised coin. Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve is a retailer of precious metals and rare coins 


and does not provide investment advice or financial planning. Anyone considering purchasing metals or rare coins as an investment should consult an investment professional. All transactions with and 
purchases from Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve are subject to its Terms & Conditions, which are available for review on its website at www.nationwidecoins.com/terms-conditions. 


